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Introduction 


Born in the year 1115H/1703AD in 'Uyaynah, approximately 
seventy kilometres to the north of Riyad, Muhammad ibn 'Abdu'l- 
Wahhab ibn Sulayman ibn “Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn 
Rashid al-Tamimi was to commence a dawah that would spread 
throughout the Muslim world, he was to commence a revival 
which was to be the cause of millions of Muslims questioning, 
and ultimately rejecting, many practises and superstitious beliefs 
held by their peers and predecessors. It was a call to take the 
Muslims back to the pristine Islam of the early Muslims.’ 


Sulayman ibn “Ali, a judge and perhaps the most senior scholar 
in Najd of his time, and the erandfather of ibn “Abdu’l-Wahhab, 
had a dream in which he saw a light emanating from his belly and 


! Itis important to note that the exact sequence of some of the events in the life 
of Muhammad ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab are differed about as are the dates in which 
they occurred. There are two source biographical works written by his contempo- 
raries: Ibn Ghannam, Rawdah al-Afkar wa’l-Afham (or Tarikh al-Najd) and ibn 
Bishr, ‘Unwan al-Majd ft Tarikh al-Najd which were used in what follows as well as 
Zarabozo, The Life, Teachings, and Influence of Muhammad ibn Abdul Wabhaab. 
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engulfing the whole desert. At that time, the dream was inter- 
preted to mean that one of his descendants would be a great 
leader, guiding people and laying the foundations of a large king- 
dom. The dream was thought to be fulfilled in his grandson. 


Ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab’s family was famous and known for its re- 
ligious scholars and piety: his father was a judge, his uncle, 
Ibrahim, was a well known scholar, and his elder brother, 
Sulayman, an advanced student of knowledge, later to become a 
scholar in his own right. It was at the hands of his father that ibn 
‘Abdu’l-Wahhab memorised the Qur'an, completing it before the 
age of ten, and under whom he studied Hanbali jurisprudence, 
Qur’anic exegesis and hadith. He developed a love of reading 
and studying and would make frequent use of both his father’s 
and grandfather’s libraries. As a young man, he came to love the 
Qur’an and spent much of his time studying exegesis and its re- 
lated sciences. His father, astonished at his son’s progress, te- 
marked how he himself had benefited from his son in some is- 
sues of jurisprudence.’ From a young age, ibn “Abdu’l-Wahhab 
became known for his devoutness, his intelligence and excellent 
memory, and his proficiency in debating. He was generous and 
well-mannered, treating his guests with honour and respect, and 
would live a simple, austere life. He reached puberty before the 
age of twelve and his father contracted his marriage when he was 
twelve years old. 


Soon after marriage, he sought permission from his father to 
perform the pilgrimage, and after receiving it, departed for Mecca, 
staying there for a few months. - | 


? Hadir al- Alam al-Islami, vol. 4, pg. 161 
3 [bn Ghannam, vol. 1, pg. 25 
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As a young man, and mote so in his later life, he was exposed to 
the writings of ibn Taymiyyah and ibn al-Qayyim and studied 
them extensively, personally transcribing many of ibn Taymiyyah's 


books. 


Later in his life, probably around the age of twenty, he went to 
perform the pilgrimage again, this time staying in Mecca for a 
short time to study under the scholars there; among them: 
‘Abdullah ibn Salim al-Shafi'l. From there he travelled to Madinah 
and studied with some of the scholars residing there; one of 
these was the Hanbali jurist and scholar of hadith, ‘Abdullah ibn 
Ibrahim ibn Sayf from whom he attained a scholarly license in 
the books of hadith. Another was the Hanafi jurist and scholar 
of hadith, Muhammad Hayat al-Sindi. It was these two scholars 
who made a lasting impression on the author and set him on his 
path. His great grandson, 'Abdu'l-Latif ibn 'Abdu'l-Rahman was 
later to observe that it was this latter scholar, well known for 
repudiating innovations and pagan practises, who had the great- 
est influence in shaping the views of the young ibn ‘Abdu’l- 
Wahhab concerning Islamic monotheism, popular religious prac- 
tises concerning saints and their tombs, and bigoted, blind fol- 
lowing, tagld.* Other scholars he studied under were “Ali Afandi, 
Isma'il al-‘Tjlani and ‘Abdu’l-Latif al-Ahsa’i 1. 


After (uua to 'Uyaynah and after a brief sojourn of a year, 
the author set out again in pursuit of knowledge, this time head- 
ing for Basrah. There he stayed for four yeats studying with some 
of the scholars there, amongst whom was Muhammad al-Majmüu'1 
under whom he studied morphology, syntax, lexicology and 
hadith, and Shihab al-Din al-Mawsili, the judge. Basrah was home 
to a large Shia population and it was here that ibn 'Abdu'l-Wahhab 


*Isma‘il al-Ansati, Hayat al Shaykh Muhammad, vol. 1, pg, 127 
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was exposed to their practises and publicly began to object to 
innovation and pagan beliefs. His open challenge to the status 


` quo of the day led to his eventual expulsion from Basra with 


soutces stating that he was forced to leave in the extreme heat of 
the noon, batefooted. 


From Basrah he went to al-Ahsa' and studied there for a time 
under ‘Abdullah ibn 'Abdu'l-Latif al-Shafi with whom he had 
involved discussions concerning Ash'arite creed. He also stud- 
ied under Muhammad ibn Afaliq and ‘Abdullah ibn Fairoz al-Kafif, 
the former would later become his antagonist and the latter en- 
couraged him to further his studies of ibn Taymiyyah's works. 
From there, around the year 1144H, running low on money, he 
went to Huraymla, the town where his father had, by then, moved 
to. It is claimed that ibn "Abdu'l-Wahhab also travelled to Bagh- 
dad and Damascus and studied there, but these accounts are un- 
corroborated. 


It was at Huraymla that Muhammad ibn “Abdu’l-Wahhab began 
his public call to Zawpid and his repudiation of the innovation 
and shirk that he saw entrenched in the society around him. He 
commenced teaching and delivered lectures on hadith, jurispru- 
dence and Qur'anic exegesis in the masjid. Opposition to his call 
grew and eventually he was forced to leave Huraymla and re- 
turned to the town of his birth, Uyaynah in the year 1153H, the 
yeat his father passed away. The ruler of ‘Uyaynah at that time 
was one ‘Uthman ibn Hamad ibn Mu'ammar who very quickly 
accepted the author's call and announced his support of him, 


even marrying him to one of his close relatives, al-Jawharah bint 
‘Abdullah ibn Mu'ammar. 


It was from here that Muhammad ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab contin- 
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ued his call in earnest and tried to create a true Islamic society 
judging by the law of Allah, the Shari'ah was to be implemented 
in every sphere of life. He quickly became known for his justice 
and impartiality in judging by Allah's law, and hence the desite to 
live by the Shariah penetrated the hearts of people to the extent 
that a woman came forward to admit her crime of adultery, want- 
ing to be stoned to death. After Muhammad had ascertained that 
. the necessary conditions were met, he had her stoned to death, 
then ordered that she be washed and the funeral prayer conducted 
fot her. This proved to be a highly controversial act amongst many 
of his contemporaries who argued that he did not have the nec- 
essary authority to catty it out, an accusation which he emphati- 
cally defended. During his stay in 'Uyaynah, he undertook two 
vety public actions graphically demonstrating his call and causing 
a wide spectrum of reactions, ranging from outright anger to ad- 
miration. The first concerned a group of trees that the people of 
"Uyaynah considered to have quasi-magical powers and on which 
they would hang various artefacts to procure blessings. Ibn 'Abdu'l- 
Wahhab had the groove of trees cut down. The second act in- 
volved the monument built over a grave thought to be that of 
‘Umar ibn al-Khattab’s son, Zayd ibn al-Khattab, this he levelled 
to the ground with his own hands surrounded by a guard of six 
hundred men. 


With his popularity on the increase, his opponents intensified 
their opposition and efforts to curb his call, ultimately leading to 
the Amir of al-Ahsa’, Sulayman ibn Muhammad, writing a threat- 
ening letter to ‘Uthman ibn Hamad ordering him to kill or expel 
ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab. “‘Uthman, not wanting to kill him, asked him 
to leave Uyaynah explaining that he did not have the strength to 
stand against Amir Sulayman. So, in the year 1158H, five years 
after returning to "Uyaynah, Muhammad ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab left 
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for al-Dir‘iyyah, a town located on the north-western outskirts 


of Riyad. 


At Dir'iyyah he quickly found followers in the two brothers of 
Amir Muhammad ibn Sa'üd, Thunayan and Mashati, and through 
them he gained the support of the Amir himself. An alliance was 
formed that was to form the foundations from which the call of 
Muhammad ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab spread. Students flocked to him 
and studied under him, and he continued a habit started years 
earlier of writing letters and short essays to scholars and leaders 
of his land clarifying various aspects of Islam, repudiating inno- 
vations and defending himself against numerous accusations and 
fables that were circulated against him. Some received these cot- 
respondences favourably, others did not. 


Ibn Sa'üd and his heirs would spend more than a century mount- 
ing various expeditions to seize control of Arabia and its outly- 
ing regions. They quickly established the first Saudi State and in 
1802 captured the cities of Mecca and Medina which then mobi- 
lised the Ottoman Empire against them. The first Saudi State 
came to an end in 1818 when Dir‘iyyah surrendered to Ottoman 
forces. The clan of Sa'üd, however, and the descendants of ibn 
"Abdu'l-Wahhab lived on and a second Saudi State was later es- 
tablished that lasted until 1891, and finally the whole of the 
modern day Kingdom of Saudi Arabia was established in 1932. 
While true that ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab was involved in some, but 
not all, of the initial campaigns, the extent of his involvement is 
the subject of some controversy. 


Another subject of controversy was that he was also involved, 


on occasion, in armed conflict against his opponents. This he 
himself justified to be defensive in nature, ‘We have not fought 
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anyone to this day save in defense of life and honour. We have 
fought against those who have come against us in our land and 
tefuse to leave us alone.? One time, after listing some idolatrous 


practises, ibn 'Abdu'l-Wahhab penned, 


These are the matters that have led to conflict be- 
tween us and the people. They went to the length of 
declaring us unbelievers, they fought us and they de- 
clared our blood and wealth lawful for them, but Allah - 
supported us and gave us victory over them. It is 
Tawhid that we call them to and fight them over, yet 
only after establishing the proof against them from 
the Book of Allah, the Sunnah of His Messenger, | 
and the consensus of the Imams of the righteous 
Salaf, thereby implementing His words, “Fight them 
until there is no more fitna and the religion is Allah’s alone. "97 


Ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab was once asked to clarify his call 5 what 
he followed to which he responded, 


As for our religion, it is Islam about which Allah says, 
“Tf anyone desires anything other than Islam as a religion, it 
will not be accepted from bim." 


. As for what we call people to, we call them to Tawhid, 
about which Allah said, addressing His Prophet (3), 


5 Uthaymin, a/-Shaykh Muhammad, pg 1 
° al-Anfal (8): 39 


7 Ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab, Ma'allafat, vol. 7, pg, 114. cf. a-Durar al-Saniyyah, vol. 1, pg, 
58 ۱ E | 


٩ Ali Imran (3): 85 
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“Say, ‘This is my may. I call to Allah upon sure knowledge, I 
and all who follow me. Glory be to Allah! I am not one of the 
polytheists!”” He also said, “AW masjids belong to Allah so 
do not call on anyone else besides Allah.’ 


As for what we prevent people from, we prohibit 
them from shirk about which Allah says, “Jf anyone 
associates anything with Allah, Allah has forbidden him the 
Garden and his refuge will be the Fire." He, Most High, 
addressed His Prophet (d) with the words, “Jt has 
been revealed to you and those before you: "If you associate others 
with Allah, your actions will come to nothing and you will be 
among the losers.’ INo! Worship Allah and be among the 
thankful." The address here is stringent even though 
he and his brothers are completely innocent of shirk. 


We fight people who commit shirk as Allah, Most High, 
says, “Fight them until there is no more fitna...” i.e. shirk, 
“and the religion is Allah’s alone.” and, “Kill the polythe- 
ists wherever you find them, seize them, besiege them and he in 
wait for them on every road. If they repent and establish the 
prayer and pay the zakat, let them go on their way." The 
Prophet (4) said, “I have been ordered to fight the 
people until they testify that none has the right to be 


? Yusuf (12): 108 

0 ab-Jinn (72): 18 

۱۱ aL Ma'idab (5): 2 

12 al Zumar (39): 65-66 
3 gh Anfal 8) 39 


^ al-Tawbab (9): 5 
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wotshipped save Allah and that Muhammad is the 
Messenger of Allah, and they establish the prayer and 
give the zakat. If they do this, there blood and prop- 
erty becomes inviolable except by due right and their 
reckoning lies with Allah, Mighty and Magnificent"... 


As for what you mention concerning the issue of 
independent jutistic reasoning, 72۵2 we are follow- 
ets of the Book, the Sunnah, the righteous Salaf of ۱ 
this nation, and what is supported of the opinions 
of the Four Imams: Abü Hanifah al-Nu'man ibn 
Thabit, Malik ibn Anas, Muhammad ibn Idris al- 
Shafi, and Ahmad ibn Hanbal, may Allah have mercy 
on them all... 


We have come with. nothing that opposes 0 
texts of is rejected by the [sound] intellect. They say 
what they do not do whereas we do what we say, 6 
deeply abhorrent to Allah that you should say what you do not 


do." 1? 


We fight those who worship idols just as he (4&) fought 
them.'^ We fight them if they abandon the prayer or 
refuse to give the zakat just as the Siddiq of this na- 
tion, Abū Bakr al-Siddiq (radiyAllabu 'anbu) fought those 


who refused to give it." 


5 a] Saff (61): 2 


' He, al-Durar al-Saniyyah, vol. 1, pg. 58 said, We only fight them after having 
established the evidence against them from the Book of Allah, the Sunnah of 
His Messenger and the consensus of the Imams of the righteous Salaf, thereby 
implementing His words, “Fight them until there is no more fitna and the religion is 


Allah's alone.” \al-Anfal (8): 39]. 


U al-Durar al-Saniyyah, vol. 1, pp. 95-98 
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With respect to his call, he was repeatedly asked about the is- 
sue of /a&fir, or declaring a Muslim to be a disbeliever. His reply: 
“We only rule to be disbelievers those who associate partners 
with Allah in His divinity, and that only after the evidence against 
his acts has become clear to him."'* False accusations against him 
in this regard were widely circulated. He once wrote, 


Allah knows that the man has lied against me, claim- 
ing I said things that are patently false, most of which 
have not even crossed my mind! He asserts that I 
have said that the Muslims, for the last six hundred 
years, have been on nothing, that I rule anyone who 
makes /awassul with the righteous a disbeliever, that I 
declare Busayri a disbeliever, and that I declare any- 
one who swears by another besides Allah a disbe- 
liever. My response to all these claims is: Glory be to 
Allah, this is an odious lie!” | 


Another time he said, 


My opponents claim that I declare people to be dis- 
believers on grounds of mete suspicion, that I de- 
clare to be disbelievers all who oppose me, and that 1 


1۶ [bn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab, Mu’allafat, vol. 5, pg. 60 


? [bn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab, Mw’allafat, vol. 5, pp. 11-12. 

In Magi al-Rasa'il wa Masal, vol. 1, pg. 47, his son, ‘Abdullah iba Muhammad 
ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab said, "The author of the Burdah, and those like him in 
whose wotds shirk and extremism are found and have passed away are not ruled 
to be disbelievers. What is obligatoty is to repudiate their words and to explain 


that whoever believes these words in their ostensive sense is a disbeliever and a 


polytheist. As for the person who originally said them, his affair lies with Allah, 
Glorious and Most High. It is far from desirable to accuse the dead because one 
does not know if they repented or not...’ 
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declare the ignoramus upon whom the evidence has 
not been established a disbeliever. These are all odi- 
ous lies by which they mean to make people avetse to 
the religion of Allah and His Messenger.? 


He furnished clear evidence of this by stating, 


If we do not declare a disbeliever the one who wot- 
ships the idol over the grave of 'Abdu'l-Qadir, or the 
idol over the grave of Ahmad al-Badawi and the like 
due to their ignorance and not having the truth ex- 
plained to them, how could we then declare as disbe- 
liever the one who does not associate partners with 
Allah or who does not migrate to us?” 


When questioned about his creed, he composed the following 
monograph which ostensibly would seem to be an abridgement 
of ibn Taymiyyah's at ‘Agidah al-Wasitiyyah: 


I call Allah, those Angels with me and yourselves to 

witness that I have the creed of the Saved Group: 

Ablu’l-Sunnah wa’l-Jama‘ah which is to have faith in Allah, 

His Angels, His Books and His Messengers, the Res- 

urrection after death, and the divine decree - the good 
. thereof and the bad. 


Part of faith in Allah is to believe in what He has 
described Himself with in His Book and upon the 
tongue of His Messenger (4&) without distortion or 
denial. I believe that there is “nothing is ike Him and He 


? [bn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab, Mw allafat, vol. 5, pg. 25 


21 Ibn 'Abdu'l-Wahhàb, Mv’allafat, vol. 7, pg, 48 
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is the All-Hearing, the AlLSeeing.'"^^ Y do not negate what 
He has described Himself with, I do not distort words 
from their proper places, and I do not desecrate His 
Names and Signs.” I do not imagine a ‘how’ to the 
Attributes of Allah and I do not liken them to the 
attributes of His creation. This is because He has no 
namesake; there is none who is comparable to Him 
and none who is equal to Him.” He is not to be com- 
pated to His creation because He best knows Him- 
self and others; He is more truthful in speech and 
better in discourse. He says, “Glorified be your Lord, the 
Lord of Might, beyond anything they describe. Peace be upon 
the Messengers and praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds!” 
Here, He absolved Himself of what the opponents 
described Him with: those who liken Allah to His crea- 
tion and imagined the ‘how,’ and of what the negatots: 
those who distort and deny, negate from Him. 


The Saved Group takes a middle path when com- 


pared to (the extremes found amongst) the various 


^? al-Shura (42):11 


23 ar: ilbad. Desecrating Allah’s Names occurs in a number of ways: 1) To name 
idols after the Names of Allah such as al-Lat, derived from a/-//abzyyab, or al- 
"Uzzah, derived from al-‘Aziz. 2) Calling Allah names that are unbefitting such as 
the Christians calling Him father 3) Describing Him with things that He is far 
removed from such as the Jews asserting that He is poor 4) Divesting the Names 
of Allah of their meanings and to deny their realities 5) Likening the Attributes 
of Allah to those of His creation. | | 

cf. Ibn al-Qayyim, Bada’i al-Fawa’id, vol. 1, pg. 153 and Madarz al-Salikin, vol. 1, 
pg. 39 | 


^ cf. Maryam (19): 65, a-ID&blas (112): 4, al-Baqarah (2): 2 


25 al. Saftat (37): 180-182 
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sects of this nation. With regards the deeds of Allah, 
they traverse a middle path between (the extremes of) 
the Jabariyyah and the Qadariyyah. With regards the 
threat of Allah, they traverse a middle path between 
(the extremes of) the Murji'ah and the Wa‘idiyyah. With 
tegards to faith and religion, they traverse a middle 
path between (the extremes of) the Hurüriyyah and 
Mu'tazilah on the one hand, and the Murji’ah and the 
Jahmiyyah on the other. And with regards the Com- 
panions of the Messenger of Allah (4), they traverse 
a middle path between (the extremes of) the Rafidah 
and the Khawarij. 


I believe that the Qur'an is Allah's speech, it is re- 
vealed (by Him) and is not created. From Him it came 
and to Him shall it return. Allah spoke it literally; He 
revealed it to Muhammad (4), His Messenger, the one 
entrusted with His revelation, and the mediator be- 
tween Him and His servants. 


I believe that Allah does what He wills, nothing oc- 
cuts in His dominion unless it is by His will and noth- 
ing falls outside of it. Everything in creation is bound 
to His decree and nothing happens that He has not 
determined. None can escape His decree and none 
can go beyond what has been recorded in the In- 


sctibed Tablet. 


I believe in everything that the Prophet (#2) informed 
us of that will happen after death. I believe in the trial 
of the grave and its bliss. I believe that the souls will 
be returned to their bodies and man will stand before - 
the Lotd of the worlds, naked, batefooted and un- 
circumcised. The sun will draw close to them, the Scales 
will be erected and the deeds of man will be weighed, 
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“Those whose scales are heavy, they are the successful. [hose whose 
scales are light, they are the losers of their selves, remaining in 


Hell timelessly, forever.’”””® 


The recon: i.e. the records of deeds, will be un- 
folded. Some will take theirs with their right hands 
and others with their left. 


I believe in the Prophet’s Pond which is on the great 
plain of the Rising. Its water is whiter than milk and 
sweeter than honey, and its goblets are as numerous 
as the stars of the heaven. Whoever drinks from it 
even once will never be thirsty again. 


I believe that the Bridge spans the back of Hell and 
that people will cross it (at speeds) proportional to 
their deeds. 


I believe in the intercession of the Prophet (3). He 
will be the first to intercede and the first to have his 
intercession accepted. Only the innovator or the mis- 
guided reject the intercession. Howevet, it will only 
occur after Allah's permission is granted for those He 
is pleased with. Allah, Most High, says, “They only inter- 
cede on behalf of those with whom He is pleased.” ” “Who can 
intercede with Him except by His permission?” 28 “And how 
many angels are there in the heavens whose intercession 1s of no 
benefit at all until Allah has authorised those Fle wills and is 
pleased with them!” He is only pleased with Zawhid and 


P P Mu’ minin (23): 102-103 
2 al-Anbiya (21): 28 
8 al-Baqarah (2): 255 


” al-Najm (53): 6 
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He only authorises those who lived by it. The poly- 
theists, on the other hand, have no share in the inter- 
cession: “The intercession of the interceders will not help them.’”° 


I believe that Paradise and Hell have already been cte- 
ated, they are present right now and they will never 
perish. On the Day of Rising, the believers will see 
their Lord with their own eyes just as they can see the 
moon when it is full, without ان‎ any diffi- 
culty in seeing Him. | 


I believe that our Prophet, Muhammad (4&), is the 
seal of the Prophets and Messengers. The faith of a 
person cannot be valid until he believes in his mes- - 
sage and testifies to his prophethood. 


I believe that the best of his nation is Abū Bakr al- 
Siddiq, then “Umar al-Farüq, then “Uthman Dhi’l- 
Nūrayn, then “Ali al-Murtada, then the remaining - 
Ten," then the people of Badr, then those who gave 
the Pledge of Allegiance under the tree, and then the 
test of the Companions. I am loyal to the Compan- 
ions of the Messenger of Allah (3), I mention their 
virtues and excellent qualities, I ask that Allah be well- 


9 al-Muddaththir (74): 8 


31 Abū Dàwüd 4649-4650 and Tirmidhi #3757 on the authority of Sad ibn 
Zayd that the Messenger of Allah (%) said, “Ten are in Paradise: Abū Bakr is in 
Paradise, ‘Umar is in Paradise, ‘Uthman is in Paradise, ‘Alī is in Paradise, Talhah 
is in Paradise, Zubayr ibn al-‘Awam is in Paradise, Sa'd ibn Malik is in Paradise, 
‘Abdu’l-Rahman ibn ‘Awf is in Paradise.” Sa'id ibn Zayd then said, ‘If you wish 
I will name you the tenth,’ they said, ‘Who is he? He paused and they asked again 


so he said, ‘He is Sa'id ibn Zayd.” 


Tirmidhi said it was hasan and it was ruled sahih by ibn Hibban #6993-6996. 
Tirmidhī #3747 also recorded it on the authority of ‘Abdu’l-Rahman ibn 


‘Awf and it was ruled sahih by ibn Hibban #7002 
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pleased with them, and I request forgiveness for them. 
I refrain from mentioning their mistakes and I re- 
main silent about the disputes that arose between them. 
I believe in theit excellence, in keeping with His say- 
ing, “Those who have come after them say, ‘Our Lord, forgive 
us and our brothers who preceded us in faith and do not put any 
rancour in our hearts towards those who have faith. Our Lord, 
You are All-Gentle, Most Meraful." I ask that Allah be 
well-pleased with the mothers of the believers who 
have been purified of all evil. 


I accept the miracles of the راسك‎ iya” and the spiritual 
unveilings granted them. This does not, however, mean 
that they warrant anything that is due to Allah alone, 
one can not go to them and ask them for something 


that only Allah can do. 


I do not testify that any of the Muslims will be in 
Paradise or in the Fire except for those whom the 
Messenger of Allah (¥) has testified to. I do, how- 
evet, hope for the best for the person who does good 
and fear for the person who works evil. I do not 
declare any Muslim to be a disbeliever because of a . 


* al-Hashr (59): 10 


5 Awliya’, plural of wal. Ibn Taymiyyah, a/-Furqan, says, ‘al-Walayah, or loyalty, is 
the opposite of a/-'adawab, or enmity. The essential meaning of a/-walayahis love | 
and closeness whereas the essential meaning a/-‘adawais hatred and distance. It is 
also postulated that the wa//is called so because of his wuwalah, ot persistence and - 
regularity in performing actions of obedience, meaning by this his following up 
[good actions] with more [good actions]. The first analysis is more correct.' He 
says before this, ‘The Awliya’ of Allah are the pious, God-fearing believers. Allah, - 
Most High, says, “Yes, the friends of Allah will feel no fear and will know no sorrow: those 

. who have faith and are mindful of Allah.” | Yunus (10): 62-63] Available in English 
with the title, ‘The Decisive Criterion between the Friends of Allah and. the friends of 
Shaytan.’ Published by Dar as-Sunnah Publishers, Birmingham, UK, 2003. 
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sin and I do not eject him from the circle of Islam. 
I believe that Jihad is to be performed with every 
Imam, be he ptous or sinful. Praying in congregation ` 
behind them is permissible and Jihad will remain in 
force from the time that Muhammad (2) was sent to 
the time that the last of this nation will fight the Dajjal. 
Neither the oppression nor justice of a person can. 
render it null and void. 


I am of the view that heating and obeying the right- 
eous or sinful Imams of the Muslims is obligatory so 
long as they do not enjoin a person to disobey Allah. 
Whoever is given the position of Khalifah with the 
people accepting him and supporting him, or he force- 
fully imposes himself on them such that he becomes 
the Khalifah, it becomes obligatory to obey him and 
ptohibited to revolt against him. 


I am of the view that the innovators should be boy- 
cotted and ostracised until they repent. I judge by what 
is apparent in them and I relegate what is inside them 
to Allah. I believe that every newly invented matter in 
the religion is an innovation. ۱ 


I believe that faith is statement of the tongue, action 
of the limbs and belief of the heart. It increases with 
obedience and decreases with disobedience. It con- 
sists of seventy odd branches, the highest of which is 
` the testimony that none has the right to be worshipped _ 
. save Allah, and the lowest of which is removing some- 
thing harmful from the road, | 


Tam of the view that it is obligatory to enjoin the 
: good and prohibit the evil as determined by the pure 
Legal Law of Muhammad (E). — | 
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This a brief summary of my creed which I have com- 
posed even though I have other concerns on my 
mind so that you may know what my view is. Allah is 
Guardian over what we say.” 


After a life full of preaching and struggle, ibn “Abdu’l-Wahhab 
withdrew from public life in his final years, devoting them in- 
stead to teaching and study, and pues away in the year 1206H/ 
1792AD at Dır iyyah. 


Works: 


Two famous anthologies are available which gather the writings 
of ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab and his followers: Majma‘ al-Rasa'il wa’ 
Masa'il al-Najdiyyah in five volumes and a-Dwrar al-Saniyyah fiL 
Aywiba al-Najdiyyah in eleven volumes. A project to collate the 
various writings of ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab was commissioned by 
Muhammad ibn Sa'üd University resulting in a thirteen volume 
compendium, Mz allafat al-Shaykh al-Imam Muhammad ibn ‘Abdu’ 


Wahhab. Some of his stand alone works are listed below: ۱ 


= g} Usil al-Thalathah wa Adillatuha (The Three Fundamental 
Principles And Their Evidences) 
= gLOawad al-Arba‘ (The Four Precepts) - 
= al-Usul al-Sittah (The Six Fundamental Principles) 
= Kitab al-Tawhid (The Book of Monotheism) 
سا‎ Kashf al-Shubuhat (The Clarification of Specious نت هی توا‎ 
توا‎ al-lman (Foundations of Faith) 
= Kitab al-Iman (The Book of Faith) 
= Mukhtasar al-Iman (Abridgement of [the Book] of Faith) 
= Mufid al-Mustafid fi Kufr Tarik al-Tawhid (The Disbelief of 


* al-Durar al-Saniyyab, vol. 1, pp. 28-33 
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One who Abandons Jawhid) 

Sharh Sittah Mawadi min al-Sirab (Explanation of Six Inci- 
dents from the Srah) 

Masa’ al-Jahihyyah (Characteristics of the Time of Igno- 
tance) 

Risalab fi'- Radd ‘ala’l-Rafidah (Treatise on Repudiating the 
Rafidab) 

Fadail al-Islam (The Virtues of Islam) 

Fada’ al-Qur'an (The Virtues of the Qur'an) 

Ahadith al-Fitan wa’l-Hawadith (Hadith about Tribulations and 
Occurrences) 

Adab al-Mashi ila’l-Salab pne of Walking to the Prayer) 
Kitab al-Taharah (The Book of Purification) 

Kitab al-Kaba’ir (The Book of Mortal Sins) | 
Majmu“ al-Hadith ‘ala Abwab al-Fiqh (Compendium of Hadith 
organised by Topics of Jurisprudence) 

Mukbhtasar Sirah al-Rasul ous Biography of the Mes- 
senget) 

Mukhtasar al-Insaf wa Sharh al-Kabir Abidos of the 
[books] 2-۶2۴ and al-Sharh al-Kabir) 

Mukhtasar Zad al-Ma‘ad (Abridgement of the Poo Zad al. 
Maad ^ 

Mukhtasar al-Sawa%g (Abridgement of the [book] a ea 7) 
Mukhtasar Fath al-Bari (Abridgement of [the book] Fath al- 
Dari) 

Mukhtasar al-Minhaj E T of [the book] 2-22۵۸ 


. Abu Rumaysah 
26/12/1429 
23/12/2008 
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Charactetistics of the 
Time of Ignorance 


` Masa'il al-Jabiliyyah allati Khalafa 
faba Rasulullah — 
Abla’|-Jabiliyyah 


ae 


With the Name of Allah, 
the All-Merciful, the Most Merciful 


These are characteristics which were current amongst the peo- 
ple of the Time of Ignorance:! the People of the Book and those who 
have no Book and were opposed by the Messenger of Allah (4&) 
Every Muslim must be aware of them for, 


Opposites elicit the beauty of a thing 
Through opposites are mattets clarified 


The most important of these aspects, and the most dangerous, 
is the heart being devoid of faith in that which the Messenger 
(#2) brought. If one adds to this approval (of the beliefs and 


! ar: Jahiliyyah. 

Jahiliyyah is an ascription to ignorance. The Jahiliyyah referred to here is the 
petiod where there was no Messenger and no Book, specifically the period before 
the commissioning of the Prophet (E). | 


2 ÀJ Taran (3): 20 
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practices) of the people of the Time of Ignorance, total ruin 
results. It is in this respect that Allah, Most High, says, 


a cA ceti Xi E 
GP Oy بالطل وحكمروابالله أولتيك هم لخليرون‎ 
* And those who itle in falsehood and disbelieve 


in Allah, they, it is they who are the losers.” 


1. When supplicating to Allah and worshipping Him, in 
practise, they would associate the righteous in that wor- 
ship. Their goal was to have them intercede on their be- 
half with Allah labouring under the assumption that this 
was something that Allah and the righteous loved. Allah, 
Most High, says, 


ALT rape t P 
عیدوت من دوي نآلل 4 لابضرهم‎ 
تمه‎ A Aah mer 


ی > خروم i ery AA A Bee‏ 
again E‏ 9 92 ) رح هلوا ۽ شفعتؤنا عند ألله 


“They worship, instead of Allah, what can neither 
harm them nor help them, saying, “These are our in- 
tercessors with Allah.” 


? al-‘Ankabut (29): 52 


4 Yunus (10): 18 
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Ar 


a ZU PY "no Ax zi Codi : 
"Sw 2 "at P PCR var 
poi: UAM رن‎ ail d Im ما‎ 


Aot 


meme همف‎ 


“Those who take protectors besides Him - ‘We only 
worship them so that they may bring us nearer to 
Allah’ - Allah will judge between them regarding the 
things about which they differed.” 


This is the greatest matter that the Messenger of Allah (i) 
opposed them in for (his call) was to sincerity, and he told us 
| that this was the religion of Allah which He sent all the Messen- 
gers with.’ He told us that He only accepts that deed which is ` 
sincere, solely performed for Him,? and he informed us that who- 


> al-Zumar (39): 3 


é Allah, Most High, says, “Say, ‘I am commanded to worship Allah, making my 

religion sincerely His. And I am commanded to be the first of the Muslims." [a/ 
Zumar (39): 11-12], “Say, ‘It is Allah I worship, making my religion sincerely His, 
so worship anything you will apart from Him!’ Say, “The real losers ate those who 
lose themselves and their families on the Day of Rising.’ Is that not the clear 
loss?" [al-Zumar (39): 14-15], “They were only ordered to worship Allah, making 
their religion sincerely His as people of pure natural belief...” [a/-Bayyinah (98): 5] 


’ Allah, Most High, says, “We sent a Messenger among every people saying: 
‘Worship Allah and avoid all that is worshipped besides Him.’ Among them 
were some whom Allah guided but others received the misguidance they de- 
served. Travel about the earth and see the final fate of the deniers.” [a/-Nab/(16): 
36] ۱ 


۶ Allah, Most High, says, “So let him who hopes to meet his Lord act rightly and 
not associate anyone in the worship of his Lord." [a/-Kahf (18): 110] 
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ever did what they deemed to be fine and good, “Allah bas forbid- 
den him the Garden and his refuge will be the Fire.” 


It was this issue that divided people into the Muslim and the 
disbeliever, and it was because of it that enmity arose and Jihad 
was legislated.“ Allah, Most High, says, 


“Fight them until there is no more tribulation and the 


religion is Allah’s alone."!! 


2. In their religion they are divided and split. Allah, Most 
High, says, 


Muslim records on the authority of Abū Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah 
(48) said, “Allah says, ‘I am One who stands in no need of shirk. Whoever does 
an action in which he associates others with Me, I would abandon him and his 
shirk.” 

Ibn Majah #4202 has the hadith, “Allah, Mighty and Magnificent says, ‘I am 
the One who stands in absolutely no need of shirk, whoever does a deed for Me 
in which he associates someone else then I am free of it and it is for the partner.” 
Busayri said that the isnad was sahih. 


? al-Maidah (5): 2 

Allah, Most High, says, “You have an excellent example in Ibrahim and those 
with him when they said to their people, ‘We wash our hands of you and all that 
you worship apart from Allah, and we reject you. Between us and you there will be 
enmity and hatred forever unless and until you have faith in Allah alone.” [a 


Mumtabanah (58): 4] 


" al-Anfal (8): 39 
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e‏ سر ي 
منالذبنت فرقوا 


9 مار ف‎ 
BARS و‎ Tom E ر‎ JA PET 
© هم وگانوا شيعا کل جزبی یم لیم فرحون‎ 
“those who split up their religion and form into _ 
sects, each faction exulting in what they have.” 
The same applies to their worldly life, and they think that this 
is the correct state of affairs. (His call), on the other hand, was to 
unity in the religion, | 


ad رم‎ of cT ete y A سر‎ 
الزن سا اه لیوحت‎ Gag 


لک وما مایم ومومی etis Nemes‏ | 


“He has laid down the same religion for you as He 
enjoined on Nüh: that which We have revealed to 
you and which We enjoined on Ibrahim, Musa and 
‘Isa: ‘Establish your religion and do not make divi- 


sions in it.” 


. “As for those who divide up their تاو یو‎ d form 


into sects, you have nothing whatsoever to do with 


them." ^ 


12 aL Rum (30): 32 
13 oL Shura (42): 13 


14 aL Anam (6): 159 
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He prohibited us from imitating them, 
ولا‎ 
۳ | فد‎ vun ce? T: aA ر ج‎ (RTL Fite fh te, 
cud نوا كالذين تعرقوأ واحتلقوامن بعر ما هم‎ $ 
` “Do not be like those who split up and differed after 


the Clear Signs came to them.” 


He prohibited us from splitting in worldly affairs as well, 


a ee A Mi 
x 


€ 
KS حكن ايم‎ Leh 
“Hold fast to the tope of Allah and do not separate.” 
3. Opposing the leader and not submitting to his rule was 
regarded to be a noble quality. Hearing and obeying was 
seen to be demeaning and degrading. The Messenger of 
Allah (38) opposed them and ordered that any oppres- 


sion from leaders should be born with patience," he or- 


5 AE Taran (3): 105 
16 Al Taran (3): 103 


17 Muslim #1846 records that Salamah ibn Yazid asked the Messenger of Allah " 
(48), Prophet of Allah, what should we do if leaders are appointed over us who 
demand their rights from us but do not give us our rights?’ He turned away from 
him, so he asked him again. Again he turned away and he repeated the question 
two or three times, then he replied, “Hear and obey. They will bear the responsi- 
bility of what they do and you will bear the responsibility of what you do.” 

Muslim #1849 records on the authority of ibn “Abbas (radiyAllabu ‘anhuma) 
that the Messenger of Allah ($8) said, “Whoever sees something from his leader 
that he dislikes should be patient for whoever splits from the Jama'ah by even a 
hand-span and dies will have died the death of Jabzzyyab." 
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dered that they should be heard and obeyed” and that a 
person should be sincere to them." He emphasised this 
stringently and did all he could to stress it. 


These three issues have been mentioned together in an authen- 
tic hadith recorded in the Two Sahihs, “Allah is pleased with 
three qualities for you: That you worship Him without associat- 
ing anything with Him, that you hold fast to the rope of Allah 
and do not separate, and that you be sincere to those Allah has 
appointed as leaders over your affairs.” 


Any shortcomings in the religion of people or their worldly life 
only occurred because of a shortcoming in some or all of these 
three. 


4. Their religion is founded upon certain principles, the great- 
est of which is bigoted following,” This is the core prin- 


۶ Allah, Most High, says, “You who have faith! Obey Allah and obey the Mes- 
senger and those in command among you." [a/-Nisa’ (4): 59] 

Bukhari #7144 and Muslim #1839 record on the authority of ibn ‘Umar that 
the Prophet (35) said, “The Muslim must hear and obey in that which he likes 
and that which he detests, unless he be ordered to disobedience in which case 
there is no hearing and obeying.” 


۶ Muslim #55 records on the authority of Tamim al-Dari that the Prophet (3) 
said, “The religion is sincerity and sincere advice.” They asked, ‘Messenger of 
Allah, to whom?’ He teplied, “To Allah, His Book, His Messenger, the leaders of 
the Muslims, and the generality of Muslims.” 

? Muslim #1715 on the authority of Aba Hurayrah. 


21 ar: taqlid 
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ciple adhered to by all of the disbelievets, the first and 
the last. Allah, Most High, says, 


v سد ص رس ی‎ S E 3 ۱ PET 
إلا قالمترفوها‎ oot DBAs LONE aS 
ed CAPE ' z 

Li vir CONT اناوجدناءاباء ناعل او اناعلح‎ 
“Similarly, We never sent any warner before you to 
any city without the affluent among them saying, 6 
found our fathers following a religion and we ate sim- 
ply following in their footsteps.” 


fA EL Qr Ee c. ca‏ ره مرح Or‏ | ا ر سو کا سے کر 
E d "y Dd s æ ۰‏ 
0 سے م و 
bele‏ 


“When they are told, ‘Follow what Allah has sent 
down,’ they say, ‘No, we will follow what we found 
out fathers doing.” | 


fA ELED wur dE ای‎ 
a - 
Cu 
p w 5 
من حن‎ 


“Say, ‘I exhort you to do one thing alone: to stand 
before Allah in pairs and on your own and then re- 
flect. Your companion is not one possessed." 


2 al- Zukbruf (43): 3 
^ Luqman (31): 21 


4 Saba’ (34): 46 
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“Follow what has been sent down to you from your 
Lord and do not follow any protectors apart from 
Him. How little you remember!” 


5. One of their greatest tenants is to be deceived by the ma- 
jority. They rely on it as proof to show that something is 
cotrect, and that something is regarded strange or attracts 
a small following is adduced as evidence of its falsity. (His. 
call) came with the opposite message and this 15 clarified 
in numerous verses of the Qur’an.”° 


6. Relying on those who came before (as evidence for teject- 
ing the truth), examples are: 


O AGAk 


“He said, ‘What about the previous E— 


^ aLA'raf (T): 3 


^ Allah, Most High, says, “If you obeyed most of those on earth, they would 

misguide you from Allah’s Way. They follow nothing but conjecture and they are 

only guessing,” [a-An‘am (6): 116], “Say, ‘Knowledge of it rests with Allah alone 

but most people do not know that.” [2/74 raf (T): 187], “We did not find many 

of them worthy of their contract, We found most of them deviators." [4/74 ‘raf 
(7): 102], “But very few of My servants are thankful." [Saba’ (34): 13] 


? Ta Ha (20): 51 
The full set of verses read, “Pharaoh said, "Who then is your Lord, Musa?’ He 
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e tmr V A له‎ “1d 


“We have never heard of anything like this among 


our ancestors, the earlier peoples.” 


7. (For the correctness of something) they would adduce 
the strength of intellect, the deeds, the dominion, the 
wealth and the standing of a nation as proof. Allah repu- 
diated this with His words, 


” ۳۳ 
.7À KERE PAGE aye 


“We established them far more firmly than We have 
established ”...ناهر‎ 


said, ‘Our Lord is He who gives each thing its created form and then guides it.’ 
He said, ‘What about the previous generations?’ He said, ‘Knowledge of them is 
with my Lord in a Book. My Lord does not misplace nor does He forget.”” 


? al-Mu’minun (23): 24 

The full set of verses read, “We sent Nuh to his people and he said, ‘My people, 
worship Allah. You have no god other than Him, so will you not have taqwa? 
The ruling circle of those of his people who were disbelievers said, “This is 
nothing but a human being like yourselves who simply wants to gain ascendancy 
over you. If Allah had wanted He would have sent angels down. We never heard 
of anything like this among our ancestors, the earlier peoples. He is nothing but 
a man possessed so wait a while and see what happens to him." 


29 aL Abgaf (46): 26 
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“even though before that they were praying for vic- 
tory over the disbelievers, yet when what they recog- 
nise does come to them, they reject it. 


oe A But Oe Av A ow‏ وی و 


je آبتاء ه‎ o se SA 99,0) 


“They recognise it as they recognise their own sons."?! 


8. That the weak and downtrodden followed something was 
adduced as proof of its falsity, 


C SX 36362316 


"Why should we believe you when the vilest of peo- 
ple follow you?" 


30 al-Baqarah (2): 89 


3 al-Baqarah Q7: is another reading is, “They recognise him as they recognise 
their own sons.’ 

Other examples are, “Have they not travelled in the land and seen the final fate 
of those before them? They were far greater than them in strength. Allah cannot 
be withstood in any way either in the heavens or on earth." [Fatir (35): 44], “How 
many generations before them We destroyed who had greater force than them 
and scoured many lands!” [O2/(50): 36], “Have they not seen how many genera- 
tions We destroyed before them which We had established on the earth far more 
firmly than We have established you?" [a/-An‘am (6): 6], “When they forgot what 
they had been reminded of, We opened up for them the doors to everything, 
until, when they were exulting in what they had been given, We suddenly seized 
them and at once they were in despair. So the last remnant of the people who did 
wrong were cut off and praise belongs to Allah, the Lord of all the worlds!" [a/- 
An'am (6): 44-45] 


2 al-Shu‘ara’ (26): 1 
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“Are these the cman among us to whom Allah has 


shown His favour?” 


. Allah repudiated them with His لد‎ 


ov) یام اش کرت‎ A ral 


*Does not Allah know best those who ate thankful?" 


9. They followed degenerate, corrupt scholars and worship- 


pers. He came with His saying, 


ووو مايا 


“You who have faith! Many of the rabbis and monks 
devour people's property under false pretences and 
bat people access to the Way of Allàh."? 


A i کس‎ D 9 Boe a 4 a سر‎ 
DL 
$ ^ ow M سرج‎ 4 


La os من قبل‎ ilo iba A ge هو‎ gaa pe ولا‎ 
E mt rur n "d al a 
© caters 


Am t 


33 aLAn'am (6): 53 
34 aLAn'am (6): 53 


5 al-Tawbah (9): 4 
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“People of the Book! Do not go to extremes in your 
teligion asserting other than the truth, and do not 
follow the whims and desires of people who were 
misguided previously and have misguided others, and 


are far from the right way.”” 


10. If the followers of a religion were obtuse and lacking in- 


tellectual acuity, this was adduced as proof of the falsity 
of that religion; they said, 


“We do not see anyone following you but the lowest 
of us, DON 


11. Adducing ptoofs with invalid analogy,” for example their 
saying, 


Lt AE 


s 


“You are nothing but human beings like ourselves. 


} 


3939 


°° al-Maidah (5): 77 
3 Had (11): 27 


9$ ar: al-giyas al-fasid. 
The first to use this was Iblis, “I am better than him, You created me from fire 
and You created him from clay.” [aA raf (T): 12] - 


? [brahim (14): 10. The response is mentioned in the next verse, “Their Messen- 
gets (¢) said, We are nothing but human beings like yourselves but Allah shows 


225 


favout to any of His servants He wills. 
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12. They rejected valid analogy." The core reason for this 
point and the previous point was that they were unable to 
ascertain the substantial similarity and disparity (between 
the original case and the new case) correctly. 


13. They went to extremes concerning the scholars and the 
righteous. Allah says, | 


ashy vr gh 29A tA ص‎ oe ی‎ 
ديزڪ م و تقولوا‎ Slo oY Sali هل‎ 5 
“tee gene 


“People of the Book! Do not go to excess in your 
religion and say nothing but the truth about Allah."^! 


14. Everything that has preceded is built upon a fundamental 


? ar: al-qiyas al-sabib 


^! al-Nisa’ (4): 171 

Allah, Most High, also says, “Say, ‘People of the Book! Do not go to extremes 
in your religion asserting other than the truth, and do not follow the whims and 
desires of people who were misguided previously and have misguided many 
others and are far from the right way.” [a}- Maidah (5): TT] 

Muslim #2670 records on the authority of ibn Mas'üd that the ESE of 
Allah (4%) said three times, “The extremists ate destroyed.” 

Ahmad 2۶۱ 851-3248, Nasa'i #3059, ibn Majah #3029 record on the authority 
of ibn “Abbas that the Messenger of Allah (2%), “Beware of extremism in the 
religion for it was extremism in the religion that destroyed the nations before 
you.” E 
Hakim #1711 said it was sahih, meeting the criteria of Bukhari and Muslim, 
and Dhahabi agreed. Nawawi, Majmu’, vol. 8. pg. 137 said that the isnad was | 
sahih meeting the criteria of Muslim as did ibn Taymiyyah, Jgitida’ al-Sirat al- 
Mustaqim, pg. 106, Albani, a/-Sabibab #1283 and Arna'üt. It was ruled sahih by ibn 
Hibban #3871 and ibn Khuzaymah #2867-2868 

cf. Chapters 19-22 of the author's Kitab al-Tawhid 
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precept that is composed of negation and affirmation: 
they followed their lusts and conjecture and they turned 
away ftom what the Messengers brought." 


15. To justify their dismissal of what Allah enjoined them to, 
they gave the excuse of not t understanding. They said, 


PECA 


Cig Je 


“Our hearts are uncircumcised.” 


Ath 


MSS CCS 


* .Shu'ayb, we do not neis much of what you 
»44 


p^ AT oc 


Say... 


| Allah belied their claim and explained that the true reason was 
that their hearts were sealed, and that the seal was put in place 
because of their disbelief.^ 


* moreover, they affirmed and negated the opposite of what Allah did. Allah 
affirmed Tawhid and negated shirk, they affirmed shirk and negated Tawhid. 


* al-Baqarah (2): 88 
4 Had (11): 91 


? Allah, Most High, says, “Rather Allah has cursed them for their disbelief, what 
little faith they have!” [a+Bagarah (2): 88], “Because of wrongdoing on the part 
of the Jews, We prohibited some good things for them which had previously 
been lawful for them; and because of their obstructing many people from the 
Way of Allah, and because of their consuming usury when they were forbidden 
from doing so, and because of their consuming people’s wealth by wrongful 
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16. Instead of going to what Allah enjoined them to, they 
turned to books of magic. Allah mentions this with His 
words, ۱ 


n—— > 
۷ 
*. 
ee 

N 

N 

۱ 


^T itt Ae, (4 
AV? 4 oft tz A 
AMAT o As Avo f 
* c al aac أتبعوأ م ماتئلواا ماط‎ 
“a group of those who have been given the Book 
disdainfully toss the Book of Allah behind their backs 
just as if they did not know. They follow what the 


2946 


صر ف 


r: “ 

مکل 
Ee‏ الله ورام م 
ا 


Pal 
9 


devils recited in the reign of Sulayman... 


17. They attributed their falsehood to the Prophets, 


por OE: مِنْ اج ور‎ oe 
“Sulayman did not disbelieve, but the devils did... 
T 5 مرو مر‎ te PP 
resa oS, AERA SEG 


"Ibrahim was neither a Jew nor a Christian but a man 
of pure natural belief..." ^? 


means, We have prepated a painful punishment for the disbelievers among them." 
[a -INzsa" (4): 160-161], “So when they deviated, Allah made their hearts deviate." 


[al-Saff (61): 5] 
^ al-Baqarah Qy 101-102 
” al-Baqarah (2): 102 


^ Ali Imran (3): 67 


47 


SRS بے‎ E ات‎ 


THE FOUNDATIONS 0۳ 7 


18. Their ascriptions were inherently contradictory. They 
would ascribe themselves to Ibrahim yet openly and pub- 
licly not follow him. | 


19. They would disparage some of the righteous by reason 
of what some of their followers did. The Jews (used this 
device) to disparage ‘Isa and the Jews and Christians (used 
this device) to disparage Muhammad. 


20. They would believe that supernatural feats performed at 

the hands of magicians and their likes were miracles of 

the righteous, they would then ascribe this to the Proph- 
ets as they did in the case of Sulayman (‘alayhis-salam). 


21. Their worship would consist of whistling and clapping.” 
22. They took their religion as play and a diversion.” 


23. The life of this world deceived them. They thought that 
Allah granting them some portion of it was a ptoof that 
He was pleased with them;” they said, 


^? Allah, Most High, says, “Their prayer at the House is nothing but whistling 
and clapping.” [a/-Anfal (8): 35] 

50 Allah, Most High, says, “Abandon those who turned their religion into a 

game and a diversion and who have been deluded Py the life of the world.” [a/ 

An'am P 70] 


| | * Ahmad #3672 records from ibn Mas'üd that the Prophet (3&) said, “Allah 
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"A hot Ane 
[re اوا این‎ EE ا‎ 
“We have more wealth and children, we are not go- 
ing to be punished.”” 


24. Because of arrogance and disdain, they refused to accept 
the truth if the weak and downtrodden preceded them in 
doing so. Allah, Most High, revealed, 


Kor wel Ager A ar ر‎ 


ولاتطرد gi,‏ بن يدعون ريهم بالغدوووا العنی د Eve‏ 
o e. =‏ حسابهم a‏ من شیب ومامن Au‏ 


(O; Sbi, SKA ASS لھم من شیو‎ 


“Do not dae away those who call on their Lord 
morning and evening, seeking His face. Their reck- 
oning is in no way your responsibility and your reck- 
oning is in no way their responsibility. Indeed if you 
did chase them away, you would be amons the 
wrongdoers.”” 


di 


25. The fact that the weak and OED preceded them 
was adduced as proof of its falsity. They said, — 


gives this world to those He loves and those He not love, but He only confers 

the religion on those He loves." Albanî, a/-Sabihah #2714 said it was sahih. 
Bukhari, Adab al-Mufrad #275 also records it as a statement of ibn Mas'üd and 

Albani said it was sahih. 

52 Saba’ (34): 35 


53 aLAn'am (6): 52 
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Cote Are n KEK 


سبقونا! 
سقو دال لیے 


“If there was any in it, they would not have 


beaten us to it. 


26. They knowingly distorted the Book of Allah after having 


understood.” 


27. They authored false works and ascribed them to Allah. 
= Allāh says, 


Zh» * 1 Ag 4 AU Booed 
woes بو الوب بايد بوم ثم يفول‎ dc e دس‎ od 


+ = 


3 
من عند الله 


“Woe to those who write the Book with their own 
hands and then say, “This is from Allāh.” 


28. The only truth they accept is that which is found with 
their group as He said, 


M تا وروت‎ Cedo os si 516 


“They say, “We have faith in what was sent down to 


* al-Abqaf (46): 11 
? Allah, Most High, says, “Among them is a group who distort the Book with 


their tongues so that you think it is from the Book when itis not from the Book. 
They say, ‘It is from Allah,’ but it is not from Allah. They tell a lie against Allah 


and they know it.” LAZ Tran (3): 78] 


* al-Baqarah (2): 79 
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2957 


us, and they reject anything beyond that. 


29. Despite this, they do not act in accord with what their 
group says.” Allah, Most High, apprises us of this with 


His saying, 
A KS. مه‎ eS AAL E 
كنم‎ oh hive sls قل ن اند‎ 
S) Ca 


“Say, ‘Why then, if you are believers, did you previ- 
ously kill the Prophets of Allah?” 


30. It is one of the astonishing Signs of Allah that, in leaving 
Allah's advice to unite and in perpetrating the proscrip- 
tion of splitting, the result was that each faction exulted 
in what it had. 


31. Another astonishing Sign is that they bitterly opposed 
the very religion that they ascribed to, and they loved, to 
the point of infatuation, the religion of the disbelievers 
who opposed them, their Prophet and their party. This is 
what they did with the Prophet (d): when he came to 
them with the religion of Misa (‘a/ayhis-salam), they fol- 
lowed the books of magic instead which ate pas and pat- 
cel of the religion of Pharaoh. 


>” al-Baqarah Q» 91 
58 Some texts have, SEEDS this, they do not know what their group says." 


? al- Dons (2): 91 
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32. They would reject the truth if it was to be found with 
people they did not want to ae it. Allah, Most High, 
says, | 


“The Jews say, “The Christians have nothing to stand 
on,’ and the Christians say, "The Jews have nothing to 
stand on.” 


33. They rejected what they accepted to be part of their reli- 
gion as in the case of performing Hajj to the House, so 
Allah, Most High, said, - 

ALAS هتم لامن سوه‎ Bs عن‎ LES وم ن‎ 
“Who would deliberately renounce the religion of 


Ibrahim except one who shows himself to be a 
fool?"* 


34, Every sect claimed to be saved,? so Allah belied them 


0 g- T (2:113 — 


6 alluding to > practise of the Quraysh who, in the belief that they were the © 
custodians of the Sacred Masjid, would not stand at ` Arafah, and thought that 
this act set them above all other people. They accepted, however, that standing at 
" Arafah was a part of Hajj and part of Ibrahim’s religion, just that it did not 
apply to them. cf. Ibn Hisham, Sarah, vol. 2, pg. 548 


€ al-Baqarah (2): 0 


63 Allah, Most High, says, “They say, ‘No one will enter the Garden = for 
` Jews and Christians.” [a-Baqarab (2): 111] 
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with His words, 


ot 5 od ij م‎ of 
نهر‎ ED! 1 ره"‎ \ pla, jo 
O سدقت‎ 


“Say, ‘Produce your evidence if you are telling the 
truth.” 


proceeding to explain the truth with His words, 


sA rer k^ 


7 a سے‎ ad oe Te 
. لله و هو‎ Aoc من‎ d: 
Se BAM AG ۱ 
“Not so! All who submit themselves completely to 
Allah and are good-doers will find their reward with 
their Lord.” 


35. They would perform acts of worship in a state where their 


privates were exposed, as He says, 


Opel 4 سے‎ 
وإذافعلوا‎ 
BAe" Y era, al MTM 


Id | aly Geol 6.4 SA KIT 


“Whenever they commit an indecent act, they say, “We 


found our fathers doing it and Allah commanded us 


to do it too.” 


 al-Bagarah (2): 111 
9 al-Baqarah (2): 112 


°° aLA'raf (T): 28 
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36. They would worship (Allah) through declaring the un- 
lawful lawful?' just as they would worship by committing 
shirk. 


D. They would enact worship by taking their rabbis and monks 
as lords besides Allah.” ۱ 


38. They would desecrate (Allah’s) Attributes.” Allah, Most 
High, says, ۱ 


SAVE Pp AP 
ممانعملور‎ SEE 2 و‎ NA 
“You eee that Allah would never know much of 
what you did.”” 


39. They would desecrate (Allah’s) Names. Allah says, 
67 One texts has, “the lawful unlawful" 


6۶ Allah, Most High, says, “You who have faith! Do not make unlawful the good 
things Allah has made lawful for you, and do not overstep the limits.” [a-Ma’idah 
(5): 87], “Do not say about what your lying tongues describe: “This is lawful and 
this is unlawful,’ inventing lies against Allah." [a-Nah/ (16): 116] 


9 Allah, Most High, says, “They have taken their rabbis and monks as lords 
besides Allah, and also the Messiah, son of Maryam. Yet they were commanded 
to worship only one God. There is none worthy of worship save Him! Glory be 
to Him above anything they associate with Him!" [a+ Tawbah (9): 31] 

cf. Chapters 6, 38 of the author's Kitab al-Tawhid 


™ Allah, Most High, says, “To Allah belong the most beautiful and perfect 
Names, so invoke Him by them. Abandon those who desecrate His Names, they 
will be recompensed for what they did." [2/4 ‘raf (7): 180] 
cf. Chapter 51 of the author's Kitab al-Tawhid —— 
^ Fussilat (41): 22 - 
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Erud nes "y 


“Yet done still reject the m 


40. Atheism, denying Allah's existence,” as in the words of 
the people of Pharaoh." | 


41. They would attribute deficiency to Allah, Glorious is He, 
such as His having a son, being in need” and getting tired. 
Atthe same time, they would absolve their monks of some 
of these (qualities). | 


42. They would commit shirk in (Allah’s) dominion as was 
the view of the Majiis.”° 


? al-Ra‘d (13): 30 
cf. Chapter 40 of the author's Kitab al-Lawhid 


75 ar: Za gi] 


74 who said, “Council, I do not know of any other god for you apart from me. 
Haman, kindle a fire for me over the clay and build me a lofty tower so that 
perhaps I may be able to climb up to Müsa's god! I consider him to be a blatant 
liar!” [al Qasas (28): 38], cf. Ghafir (40): 36-37. 

However, this was said in arrogance, for Musa said to him, “You know that no 
one sent these down but the Lord of the heavens and earth to be clear proofs.” 
[al/-Isra’ (17): 102] and Allah says, “...and they repudiated them wrongly and 
haughtily, in spite of their own certainty about them." [a/+Naml (27): 14] 


75 Some texts have, “a wife" 


7۶ "The Majüs believed there were two creators: light and dark. Light created good 
and dark created evil, as such they committed shirk in Allah's Lordship. — — 
This is one possible reading of the text, another reading is, ^They would 
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43. They would reject the divine decree.” 


۱ 44. They would rely on (the divine decree) to excuse them- 
selves before Allah.” 


45. They would justify opposing the Law of Allah by proffer- 


ing the decree (as an excuse).” 


(enforce) joint-ownership 5 property as was the view of the Majus." 

The belief of the Majüs was that no one person had the right to own property; 
rather it must be shared by all. Therefore, private ownership does not occur. 
Linked to this, they also believed that more than one man could shate a woman 
in marriage, i.e. polyandry, and in some cases they believed in group marriage. 

Islàm teaches that there is only one Creator, it allows private ownership and 


prohibits polyandry and group marriages. 


” [bn Umar said, ‘By the One in whose hand is the soul of Muhammad, if one 

of you had the likes of Uhud in gold and then spent it in the Way of Allah, Allah 

would not accept it from him until he believed in the decree.’ For proof, he 

adduced the words of the Prophet (8), “Faith is to believe in Allah, the Angels, 

the Books, the Messengers, the Last Day, and to believe in the decree - the good 

thereof and the bad.” This was recorded by Muslim #8. 
cf. Chapter 60 of the author's Kitab al-Tawhid 


75 Whereas the previous point deals with a group who denied the decree, this 
point deals with a group who affirmed the decree, but incorrectly. They argued _ 
that since it was Allah who had misguided them or sealed their hearts, in other 
wotds, since they had been coerced to disbelieve, how could they then be re- 
buked for not following the truth? The first to use this argument was Iblis who 
said, “My Lord, because You misled me, I will make things on the earth seem 
_good to them and I will mislead them all, every one of them...” [a+Hiyr (15): 39] 
The pagans said, “Our hearts are covered up against what you call us to and there - 
is a heaviness in our eats. There is a screen between us and you.” [Fussilat (41): 5] 


? This is a second group of people who incorrectly affirmed the decree. Being 
unable to differentiate between Allah’s universal will and what He loves, they 
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46. They would abuse د‎ for example their saying, 


PET MM CC 
“We die and we live and nothing destroys us except 


for time." 9? 


47. They would attribute the blessings of Allah to others, 


vr Se 


کرونها 


“They recognise the o of Allāh and then re- 


ject them! Most of them are ingrates.”®! 


thought that everything they did must be something that Allah loves. ‘If He did 


not love it,’ they argued, ‘it would not have happened. If He detests something 


that we do,’ they went on to say, ‘why does He allow us to do it?’ This was the 
argument of the pagans which Allah, Most High, relates, “Those who associate 
others with Allah will say, 1۶ Allah had willed we would not have associated 
anything with Him, nor would out fathers; nor would we have made anything 
unlawful.” [a/-An ‘am (6): 148], “They say, ‘If the All-Merciful had so willed, we 
would not have worshipped them.” [a/-Zukhruf (43): 20]. cf. al-Napi (16): 35. 
The disbelievers further used it as an excuse not to give charity, “And when they 
are told, ‘Spend from the provision Allah has given you,’ those who disbelieve 
say to those who believe, ‘Why should we feed someone whom, if He wished, 
Allah would feed Himself? You are clearly in error.” [Ya Sin (36): 47] 


° al-Jathiyah (45): 4 

Bukhari #4826-7491 records on the authority of Abū Hurayrah that the Mes- 
senger of Allah (¥) said, “Allah, Most High, says, ‘The son of Adam dero- 
gates Me: he abuses time whereas I am time: in My hand lies the affair and I 
alternate the night and the day." Bukhari #6181 has the words, “The children of 
Adam abuse time whereas I am time: I alternate the night and the day.” cf. Muslim 
#2246 

cf. Chapter 45 of the author's Kitab al-Tawhid 


81 aL Nabi (16): 83 | : 
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48. They would disbelieve in the Signs of Allah.” 
49. They would deny some of them. 


50. Their words, 


à | CUR E ^s. vU 
Mode ANE مأ‎ 
“Allah would not send down anything to a mere hu- 


man being. 


The verses before read, “Allah brought you out of your mothers’ wombs. 
knowing nothing at all, and gave you hearing, sight and hearts so that perhaps 
you would show thanks. Do they not see the birds suspended in mid-air up in 
the sky? Nothing holds them there except Allah. Thete are cettainly Signs in that 
. for people who have faith. Allah has made your houses places of rest for you and 
made houses for you out of cattle hides which are light for you to carry both 
when you are travelling and when you are staying in one place. And from their 
wool and fur and hair you obtain clothing and carpets and household utensils for 
a time. Allah has made shaded places for you in what He has created and He has 
made shelters for you in the mountains and He has made shirts for you to protect 
you from the heat and shirts to protect you from each other's violence. In that 
way He perfects His blessings on you so that hopefully you will become Muslims." 
Earlier in the same chapter, Allah, Most High, says, “Any blessing you have is 
from Allah. Then when hatm touches you it is to Him you cty for help. But when 
He removes the harm from you, a group of you associate others with their Lord, 
ungrateful for what We have given them. Enjoy yourselves. You wills soon know!" 
[al-Nabl (16): 53-55] 

cf. nape! 41 of the authot’s Kitab al Tawhid 


= Allah, Most High, says, * As for ies who disbelieve in Our Signs and are 
arrogant regarding them, the Gates of Heaven will not be opened for them.” [a/- 
A'raf (T): 40], “Those who disbelieve in Allah's Signs and the meeting with Him, 
such people can despair of My mercy, such people will have a panim ة‎ 
[al-Ankabut (29): 23] 


93 An arı (6): 91 
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51. Their words concerning the Qur'àn, 


ydp 
“This is nothing but the words of a human being." 


52. Casting aspersions on the wisdom of Allah, Most High. 


53. Employing tricks, openly and secretly, to rebut what the 
Messengers 5 Allah, Most High, says, 


بي 
EN‏ 


Ail Saag |p E 
“They plotted and Allah 5 


۹ - È PEN Z «AU 
A M z red à; P AT" Fa 
s. ma وجها‎ suas Soh EE GAl 
“A group of the People of the Book say, ‘At the 
beginning of the day, you should claim to have faith 


in what was sent down to those who have faith, and 
then at the end of the day, you should reject 1*6 


54. Accepting the truth with the goal of driving it back as in 
the verse (already quoted). 


DD: Bigotry to their group as in His saying (in the aforemen- 


* aL Muddaththir (74): 5 
5 AL Imran (3): 4 


96 Ali Tmran (3): 2 
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tioned verses), 


1 - BN PP 
Kas لمن تيمٌ د‎ WG 
“Do not trust anyone except for those who follow 
your religion.” 
56. abdo the following of Islam as JE as He ی‎ 
in His wotds, 


۳ -— لله‎ 0 
LO d 5 d^ Ps T سر مر‎ € edis 
— WIEN zo "n 


QS aes FARRAR SY نمث‎ EME sis 
asd oisi sees 
OEF فرب نم و‎ SOC رایع ابا یاک‎ 


“It is not a ioi any human being that Allah should 
give him the Book and Judgment and Prophethood, 
and then that he should say to people, ‘Be worship- 
pers of me rather than Allah.’ Rather he will say, “Be 
people of the Lord because of your knowledge of 
the Book and because you study.’ He would never 

command you to take the Angels and Prophets as 
lords. Would He command you to disbelieve after 
being Muslim?" 


2 "Teram (3): 73 


85 Ali Tran (3): 79-80 

The verse was revealed when a delegation of Christians from Najran came to 
the Messenger of Allah (3) and he called them to accept Islam, explaining that 
all the Prophets had taken a pact to follow him should he appear during their 


I Bike 5 
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57. Distorting the true meanings of words.” 
58. Twisting the Book with their tongues.” 


59, Labelling those who follow (true) guidance with the terms, 
Subah and Hashwiyyah.” ۱ 


60. Concocting lies against Allah. 


61. Denial (of the truth).” 


times. The Christians then said, ‘Do you want us to worship you?’ thereby 
thinking that following the truth entailed committing shirk and worshipping 
Muhammad (8). cf. Suyüti, Lubab al-Nugal fi Asbab al-Nuzul, pg, 55 and ak Durr al. 
Manthur where he references it to ibn Ishaq, ibn Jarir, ibn Abi Hatim, ibn al- 
Mundhir, Bayhaqi, 2-7 


9 or: distorting words from their correct places. 


? Allah, Most High, says, “Some of the Jews distort the true meaning of words, 
saying, ‘We heat and disobey,’ and, ‘Listen without listening,’ and, ۴ 
twisting them with their tongues, disparaging the religion.” fa- Nisd (4): 46] 

* Meaning, ‘Look at us,’ but the word can be- ambiguously construed in a 
derogatory way. 


1 Subah, Sabi'ah, the name of a group of people who would worship stats, said to 
be the followers of Nimrod who Ibrahim (‘alayhis-salam) debated. The Arabs 
used it as a term to refer to people who had apostated or abandoned the truth. 
Hasbhwiyyab: from bash; which means something that contains no benefit. In 
creedal matters, the term Hashwiyyah was a derogatory word employed to describe 
"AbluESunnab who affirmed the Names and Attributes of Allah. 


? Allah, Most High, says, “Who can do greater: wrong than someone who 
invents lies against Allah or denies His Signs?" [a-An‘am (6): 21]. 
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62. When they are soundly rebutted by clear proof, they re- 
sott to complaining to the leaders, a case in point being, 


Eee لارض‎ í 3 آتذرمومین وقومه لیس لو‎ 
تک‎ 
“Are you going to leave Misa and his people to cause 
corruption in the earth and abandon you and yout 
gods?" 


63. Accusing them of spreading corruption in the earth as in 
the verse just quoted. 


64. Accusing them of demeaning the religion of the king as 
He, Most High, says, 


GM 5553 
“and abandon you and your gods?" 
ótó 
Me E E NP 
(CLA CC NT رف‎ uos | أن یلد دبنتکم‎ 


"[ feat that he may change your religion and bring 
about corruption in the land." 


65. Accusing them of demeaning the gods of the king as in 


3 eLA'raf (T): 127 
** aL A af (T): 7 


? Ghafir (40): 26 
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the verse quoted above. 


66. iab (cin of a the i séligion as Allah, Most 
High, says, 
TS 
ABC GEN: es: 


“I fear that he may change your religion and bring 
about corruption in the land.“ 


67. Accusing them of demeaning the king, 


t 
^ PILAE P 
o elles 353» 


“and abandon you and your gods?” 


68. They claimed” that they enacted the truth that was with 
them, even though they had actually abandoned it, 


A ۶ 


Meo d C ze edo bs لا‎ 
“They say, ‘We have faith in what was sent down to 
us,’ and they reject anything beyond that.” 


69. Adding to their acts of wotship, a case in example being 
% Ghéfir (40): 26 

97 aLA af (T): 127 

* One text has, “Their vain supposition” 


? al-Baqarah (2): 91 
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what they did on the Day ۶ 


70. They would omit certain acts of worship, a case in exam- 


ple being their leaving off the Standing at ‘Arafah. 


71. Out of (a misguided sense of) scrupulousness, they left 
obligations. 


72. They enacted worship by abstaining from good and whole- 
some kinds of provision. 


73. They enacted worship by stripping off the fine One 
provided by) Allah. eis 


74. Out of ignorance, they called people to misguidance. 
75. With knowledge, they called people to disbelief. 


76. Hatching mighty plots as was done by the people of 
Nüh.!? 


9 i.e. they went beyond fasting on that day to make it a day of ‘Id, a day of 
celebration and festivity. 


! It was because of this that they performed /awzf naked, reasoning that they - 
would not do so while weating clothes that they had disobeyed Allah in. 


102 Allah, Most High, says, “Say, Who has forbidden the fine clothing Allah has 
produced for His servants and the good kinds of provision?” [aA raf (7): 32] 


103 Allah, Most High, says, “Nuh said, My Lord, they have disobeyed me and 


followed those whose wealth and children have only increased them in loss. 


They have hatched a mighty plot saying, “Do not abandon your gods. Do not 
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77. Their leaders are either dissolute scholars or ignorant wor- 


shippers as Allah says, 
| Ary 956555 (2,3. K A7 t. ۹ 
| IC PER EC js فنطمعون أن‎ 
P or صقر‎ A لر ے‎ 44 Ger rs To ہے ل‎ 


d 4 ti "E س‎ aT 


“Do you really hope they will follow you in faith when 
a group of them heard Allah's Word and then, after 
grasping it, knowingly distorted it? When they meet 
those who have faith, they say, “We have faith.’ But 
| when they go apart with one another, they say, Why 
do you speak to them about what Allāh has disclosed 
to you, so they can use it as an argument against you 
before your Lord? Will you not use your intellect? 
Do they not know that Allāh knows what they keep 
secret and what they make public? Some of them are 
illiterate, knowing nothing of the Book but wishful 
thinking. They only speculate.” *® 


abandon Wadd or Suwa‘ or Yaghūth or Ya'uq or Nasr.” They have misguided 
i many people so do not increase the wrongdoers in anything but misguidance."" 
[Nah (71): 21-24] | 


۱ al-Baqarah (2): 75-78 
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78. They claimed that they alone were the Hw Dos "of Allah to 
the exclusion of all others. 


79. They claimed to love Allah Sits oe His Law, 
so Allah tested them with His words, 


m Lyr mi E mU 


“Say, Tf m Allah, hen follow me and Allāh 


will love you and pene you your wrong actions.” 


80. ۱ They (had the trait) of false, wishful thinking and holding 
vain hopes, for a they said, 
£53 zia لكان اا‎ taf KA 


“The Fire will only touch us for a number 05 6 


e£zi(iz v.i MS 


HALE M 2 

Kir‏ لن IVO, Qe‏ هوا اورا 
and -‏ نت “No one will enter the Garden except for‏ 
Christians.”‏ 


105 زرم‎ Tran (3): 1 
< al-Baqarah (2): 80 


V! al-Baqarah (2): 111 
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81. They took the graves of their Prophets and righteous as 


masjids.'°° 


82. They took the traces and remnants of their Prophets as 
masjids as is reported from ‘Umar.'” 


83. They would place lamps around graves." 


105 Bukhari #427-434-1341-3873 and Muslim #528 record on the authority of 
‘A’ishah that Umm Salamah mentioned a church she had seen in Abyssinia and 
the images it contained. He (4) said, “When a righteous man - or a righteous 
servant - of theirs dies, they build a masjid over his grave and they engrave those 
images. They are the worst of creation with Allah.” 

Bukhari #435-1330-1390-3453-3454-4441-4443-5815-5816 5 Muslim 
#531 record that ‘A’ishah said, ‘During the Messenger of Allah's (4€) final 
illness, when it got severe he would pull a bordered garment of his over his face, 
and when it became hard to breathe, he would remove it. While in that state he 
said, “Allah cursed the Jews and Christians, they took the graves of their Proph- 
ets as masjids,” he would warn against what they did. Were it not for that, his 
grave would have been left in the open but it was feared that it would be taken as 
a masjid.’ 

cf. Chapters 19, 20, 21 of the author's Kitab al-Tawhid 


10 Tbn Abi Shaybah, vol. 2, pp. 376-377 and 'Abdu'l-Razzaq #2734 record that, 
after having performed Hajj, Umar saw a people gathering at a particular place 
and asked what they were doing. Some people replied, ‘It is a Masjid in which the 
Messenger of Allah (4) prayed.’ He said, "This is how the People of the Book 
were destroyed. They took the traces and remnants of their Prophets as churches. 
When you go past a Masjid and it is time to pray, pray, otherwise, continue on 
your way.’ 
Ibn Taymiyyah, a Tawassul, pg. 102 said the isnad was sahih. 


110 [bn ‘Abbas (radiyAllahu ‘anhuma) said, “The Messenger of Allah (4) cursed 
women visitors to the graves and those who build masjids on their sites and 
place lamps around them.” 
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84. They would take graves ؛‎ as apud of festivals. 5 


85. They نشب‎ slaughter by the side B graves. 


86. They would attempt to procure blessings through the rem- 
nants and traces of those they venerated, an example of 
which is Dar al-Nadwah.!? Whoever owned it would boast. 
and brag about it as can be discerned from their words to 


This was recorded by Ahmad #2030-2603-2984-3118, Abū Dawid #3236, 
Nasa’i #2045, Tirmidhi #320, ibn Majah #1575. 

Tirmidhi said it was hasan as did ibn Kathir, Takbrij al-Tanbih, vol. 1, pg. 62 and 
it was ruled sahih by ibn Hibbàn #3179-3180 and Suyati, a. Jam; #7276. Albani, 
4L Da'ifab #225 ruled is sahih without the wording, “and place lamps around 
them" as did Arna‘ üt. 


۱۳ Abū Hurayrah (radi iy Allah ‘anhu) oed that the Mena of Allah (E) 
said, “Do not make yout houses into graves and do not take my grave as a place 
of festival. Send your salah upon me for it is conveyed to me no matter where you 
may be.” | 
It was recorded by Ahmad #8804, Abu Dawüd #2042, Tabarani, a/ 45a? 
#8026 
Ibn Taymiyyah, /gtda’, pg. 321 said, “The isnad is hasan, its narrators are all 
thiqah and well-known. However, ‘Abdullah ibn Nàfi' al-Sà ‘igh, the legal jurist 
and colleague of Malik, has some weakness that does not impair his (narration 
` of) hadith” It was ruled sahih by Nawawi, a/-Adhkar, pg. 93 and Albani, Sahip al- 
Jami 81226. Ibn Hajr ruled it hasan as mentioned by ibn ‘Allan, a/-Fusibat al- 
Rabbantyyah, vol. 3 , pg; 133 as did Sakhawi, اسه له‎ al-Badi‘, pg. 155. Ibn 'Abdu'l- 
Hadi, a/-Sarim al-Munki, pg. 206 said the isnad was hasan as did Arna'üt. — 
cf. Chapter 22 of the author's id ar Tawhid m 


1? This was a place at Mecca where the senior figures of the Quraysh would meet 
and discuss important affairs. It was otiginally built by Qusayy ibn Kilab, a re- 
vered founding father of the Quraysh and it was for this reason that marriages 
wete contracted there, decisions were made there, and the standatd of war was 
raised there all in the hope of procuring blessings. 
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Hakim ibn Hizam, “You have sold out the honour of the 


Quraysh.' He replied, ‘All honour has "— save 


that of tagwa.”'? 


87. They would boast about one’s ancestry. ۱ 

88. They would belittle — lineage. 

89. They would seek rain through stars. 

90. They sadd wail (over the deceased). | 

91. (In their view), the most select of their good qualities was 


acting tyrannically. Concerning this, Allah mentioned pen 
He .لل‎ 


13 The meeting house remained in Hakim’s possession until the reign of 


Mu'awiyah who ponent it from him. The ee rebuked him and this was his 
reply. 


"4 Aba Malik al-Ash'ari (radiyAl/ahu 'anbu) reports that the Messenger of Allah 
(Ê) said, “In my nation there are four traits of Jahliyyah which they will not 
abandon: boasting about ancestors, belittling (someone's) lineage, seeking rain 
through stars, and wailing (over the deceased).” He said, “If the woman given to 
wailing does not repent before she dies, she will stand on the Day of Rising 
wearing a garment of liquid pitch and a chemise of mange. " This was recorded 
by Muslim #934 ۱ 
cf. Chapter. 30 of thg author's Kitab 21-1 awþid 


115 Allāh, Most High, says, “Say: "My Lord has forbidden indecency, both open 
and hidden, and wrong action, and unrightful tyranny, and associating anything - 
with Allah for which He sent down no authority, and saying things about Allah 
you do not know.” [a/-A raf (7): 1 ct. al-INabl (16): 90 
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92. (In their view), the most select of their good qualities was 
to boast and act pompously, even with due right, and this 
was ۴ ۱ 


93. A person must be bigoted to his party, be they on truth 
or falsehood.” Concerning this, Allah mentioned what 
He did." 


94. In their religion, a person would be taken to task for the 
crime of another, so Allah revealed, 
broth as 5^ "RAV 
ولائز ر وازره وزراخرئ‎ 


“No burden-bearer can bear anothers burden.” 


95. Reviling a person because of a quality found in someone 
else.’ He said, “You revile him because of his mother? 


116 Some texts read, “(In their view), the most select of their good qualities was 
to boast and act pompously. This was proscribed, even if the person had cause 
to do so." 


117 One text adds, ‘He must support his man, regardless if he is the oppressor 0 
the oppressed.’ ۱ 


18 Allah, Most High, says, “Do not let hatred for a people incite you into not 
being just. Be just, that is closer to 42422." [al-Maidah (5): 8], “You who have faith! 
Be upholders of justice, bearing witness for the sake of Allah alone, even against 
youtselves or your parents and relatives. Whether they are rich ot poor, Allah is 
more worthy of both. Do not follow your own desires and deviate from the 
truth. If you twist or turn away, Allah is aware of what you do.” [aL Nis@ (4): 135] 


1? al-Isra (17): 15 
120 One text has, “Reviling a person for a quality found in his mother." - 
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. Youatea person in whom lingers a trait of Jabzzyyab."? 


96. They would take pride in the fact that they were guardians 


of the House so Allah censured them with His words, 


سے Eo‏ سج AA‏ کر 
WY, Aa E‏ 


“ „arrogant towards it, talking arrant nonsense all night 
99122 


. long. 


97. They would take pride in the fact that they were descended 
from Prophets, so Allah revealed His words, 


P 25 af ee "4 PX 


ts Hs‏ که 
E code $a SAS‏ 


“That was a community which has long since passed 
away. It has what it earned and you have what you 
have earned. You will not be questioned about what - 


they did 7#. 


™ Bukhati #30-6050, Muslim #1661. This was said to Abū Dharr when he 
reviled his servant by E that he was ‘the son of a black woman.’ 
7? aL Mu'minun (23): 67. According to many exegetes, the it? in the verse refers 
to the House. cf. Baghawi, Qurtubi 

Allah, Most High, also said, “Do you make the giving c of water to the pilgrims 
and looking after the Sacred Masjid the same as having faith in Allah and the Last - 
Day and doing Jihad i in the Way of Allah?” [a Tawbah (9): 19], “But why should 
Allah not punish them now when they bar access to the Sacred Masjid? They are 
not its guardians, only people who have faqwa can be its guardians. But most of 
them do not know that." [a-Anfal (8): 34] 


!? al-Baqarah (2): 134 
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98. They would take pride in their industry: those who un- 
dertook the two journeys (of summer and winter) '** would 
consider themselves above the farmers. 


99. The world held a great place in their hearts, for example 
they said, 


"MEAT 7 PE A PI Ho, ntn ou 
© عم تن عم‎ ci S o) 
“Why was this Qur’ān not sent down to one of the 
great men of the two cities?" 
100. In judgment, they thought they had authority over Allah, 
ot could decide mote judiciously, as in the verse just 
quoted. 


101. They would look down on the poor, so he came to them 
. with His saying, 
لمر ا سر سے‎ A Qon i o 
esl ولاتطردا زین يدعون ريهم با‎ 
“Do not chase away those who call on their Lord 


morning and evening, seeking His face. ك‎ 


102. They accused the followers of the Prophets of insincer- 
ity and hankering after the world, so he EDO to 
a ی‎ in Sarah Quraysh. 


me 7 Zukbruf (43): 31. 
The two cities referred to were Mecca and Tarif. 


126 2L An'am (6): 2 
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them with His wotds, 


“Their reckoning is in no way your responsibility and 


yout reckoning is in no way their responsibility. 


103. They would disbelieve in the Angels. 


104. They would disbelieve in the Messengers. 


105. They would disbelieve in the Books." 


106. They would turn away from what came to them from 
Allah. 


107. They would disbelieve in the Last Day. 
108. They would deny the meeting with Allah. 


109. They would deny some of what the Messengers informed 
of concerning the Last Day as in His saying, 


کر مسر سے r7‏ 


rc oy. مر ر‎ n 
Aisne Helps TAs 


“Those are the people who disbelieve in their Lord’s 
127 a] Anam (6): 2 
75 One text has, “They would disbelieve in the Book. 


12 One text has, “They would disbelieve in the meeting with Allah.” 
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. Signs and the meeting with Him.” - 


They would deny His sayings, 


$ اس‎ Tot | e 
EET مك وم‎ 


“Master of the Day of Judgement.” 
Ate 7^ Mor titer ky { -- » 
34. ولا‎ e من قبل آن‌یاق يوم لا‎ 
Porr 
شفعة‎ 
“before a Day arrives on which there is no trading, 
‘no close friendship and no intercession.” 


a Ann rmt سے من‎ oc ci 
Qe) لاسن شد با لحي وهم يَعَلَمُونَ‎ 
“...only those who bore witness to the truth and have 


full knowledge. 


110. Killing those who enjoined justice. 


135 


111. Faith in magic and false gods. 
130 eL Kahf (18): 5 

P! al-Fatihah (1): 4 

132 al-Baqarah (2): 254 

133 aL Zubbruf (43): 86 

134 Allāh, Most High, says, “As for those who disbelieve in Allah’s Signs and kill 
the Prophets without any right to do so, and kill those who command justice, 
give them news of a painful punishment.” [AX Tran (3): 21] 


135 Allah, Most High, says, “They have faith in idols and false gods.” [a/-Nisa’ (4): 
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112. Thinking the religion of the polytheists was better than 
the religion of the Muslims. 


113. Clothing truth with falsehood. 


114. Hiding the truth despite knowing it. 


(115. The foundation of EHE speaking about Allah 


without knowledge. 


116. In pursuing their denial of the truth, they blatantly con- 
tradicted themselves. Allah, Most High, says, 


M^ GA wr me ىم‎ * e. eh 
e. بل کنو یلح لماجاء‌هم درف امد‎ 
“But they denied the truth when it came to them. 


They ate, therefore, in a very muddled state.” 


= cf. Chapters 24, 25 of the author's Kitab al-Lawhid 


136 Allah, Most High, says, “Do you not see those who were given a portion of 
the Book having faith in idols and false gods and saying of the disbelievers, 
“These people are better guided on their path than the believers'?" [a Nisa (4): 
51] | 
cf. Chapter 23 of the author's Kitab al-Tawhid 


137 Allah, Most High, says, “Do not clothe truth with falsehood and ER | 


hide the truth." [a/-Bagarah (2): 42] 


138 Allah, Most High, says, “Say: My Lord has forbidden indecency, both open 
and hidden, and wrong action, and unrightful tyranny, and associating anything 
with Allah for which He sent down no authority, and saying things about Allah 
you do not know.” [aA ‘af (7): 33] 


۱« Qaf (50): 5 
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117. Having faith in some of the revelation to the exclusion 
of some. 


118. Differentiating between the Messengers. ^! 


119. They would argue about things they had no knowledge 
of. | 


120. They claimed to follow the Salaf even though they clearly 
وه‎ them. | 


121. They would bar reer who believed i in Alla 4 access to 
His Way. 


122. They would love disbelief and the disbelievers.'” 
123-128. Augury from the flight of birds, geomanicy SEU 


1# Allāh, Most High, says, “Do you, then, believe i in one part of the Book and 
reject the other?” [al-Baqarah (2); 84 


Hu Allah, Most High, says, “Say, “We have faith in Allah and what has been sent 
down to us and what was sent down to Ibrahim, Isma'il, Ishaq, Ya'qüb and the 
Tribes and what Misa and ‘Isa were given, and what all the Prophets were given 
. by their Lord. We do not differentiate between any of them and we are Muslims 
submitted to Him.” [2-Baqarab (2): 136]. cf. al-Baqarah (2): 5 


142 Allah, Most High, says, “You will not find people who have faith in Allah and 
the Last Day having love for those who oppose Allah and His Messenger, though 
they be their fathers, their sons, their brothers or their clan.” [a+Mujadilah (58): 
22], “You who have faith! Do not take the Jews and Christians as your friends; 
they are the friends of one another. Any of you who takes them as friends 1 is one 
of them.” [a- Maidah (5): 51] 

Some texts have, “They would love to see those who believed, disbelieve.” 
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(bad) omens,'” soothsaying,'“* going to a satanic source’ 


1 Ahmad #15915-20603- 20604, Abu Dawud #3907, Nasa’, a/-Kubra, vol. 8, pg. . 
275 record that Qatan ibn Qabisah narrated on the authority of his father that he 


heard the Prophet (48) saying, “Augury cm the flight of birds , geomancy, and 


seeing (bad) omens are all types of magic." - 

The hadith was ruled sahih by ibn Hibbàn #6131 and Suyüti, a/- Jami 45741, 
and its isnad hasan by Nawawi, Riyad al-Salihin #1678 and ibn Taymiyyah, و‎ 
vol. 35, pg, 192. It was, however, ruled da'if by Albani, Ghayatu’- Maram #301 and 
its isnad da'if by Arna'üt. ۱ 

With regards to the terms used in the hadith: | 

"Iyafab refers to the practise of frightening birds and seeing good omens in 


their patterns of flight, their names and the sounds they make. Therefore the 


crow, ghurab would indicate strangeness, ghurbah and the hoopoe, hudhud would 
indicate guidance, huda etc. 

Tarq refers to divination through drawing lines o on the ground Ge of 
equally the practice of throwing gravel onto the ground and divination by the 
shapes subsequently formed therein (pessomancy). _ 

Tiyarah is to see bad omens in something, originally it meant seeing omens in 
the direction of flight of birds or the path of lizards, to the right or left. 

cf. Abū Dawüd #3907, ‘Adbim "abadi, vol. 10, Pg 403, ibn al-Athir, Gharib al- 
Hadith. 

cf. Chapter 25 of the author’ s Kitab al-Tawbid 


14 Ahmad #9536 records from Abū Hurayrah that the Prophet (28) said, 
“Whoever goes to a fortune teller or a soothsayer and believes him in what he - 
says has disbelieved in what was revealed to Muhammad ($). 

Hakim #15 said it was sahih meeting the criteria of Bukhari and Muslim as 
stated by the author. 1201, alAmalî said the hadith was sahih as quoted in 
Munàwi, Fayd, vol. 6, pg. 23 and he himself ruled it sahih in Taysir, vol. 2, pg. 585. 
Dhahabi, a/-Kaba’ir said it was sahih. Arna'üt said that it was hasan. 

Ahmad #16638-23222 records that the Prophet (35), “Whoever goes to a 


soothsayer and believes him in what he says will not have his prayet accepted for 


forty days." Arna'üt said the isnad was sahih meeting the criteria of Muslim. — 

Bazzar #3045 records on the authority of Jabir that the Prophet (3) said, 
“Whoever goes to a soothsayer and believes him in what he says has disbelieved 
in what was revealed to Muhammad (4&)." Ibn Hajr, Fath, vol. 10, pg. 227 said. 


T 


p aam E iiri یت‎ 


THE FOUNDATIONS OFISLAM 


for judgment, and abhorring the marriage of two 


that the isnad was jayyid. 

Tabarani, a/-Kabir #1005, a-Awsat#1476 records on the authority of ibn Masud 
that the Prophet (3) said, “Whoever goes to a fortune teller or a magician ot a 
soothsayer and believes him in what he says has disbelieved i in what was eae 
to Muhammad (E). | 

cf. Chapter 26 of the author's Kitab al- Tawhid 


5 ar: 11 
. The word is derived from fughyan which n means to 5506 the bounds and is a 
sifah mushabbahak. a descriptive word derived from afi al-lazim and depicts a 
meaning intrinsically rooted in the thing described as opposed to a fleeting or 

temporary description. 

‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (radiyAllahu anhi) said, ‘Z: و‎ is Shaytàn,' and Jabir 
(radiyAllabu ‘anhu) said, ‘Taghut are the soothsayers upon whom the devils would 
descend,’ these were recorded by Bukharî as ta‘liq reports with the full isnads 
being provided by ibn Abi Hatim. Ibn Abi Hatim also recorded that Malik said, 
‘Taghutis everything that is worshipped besides Allah.’ Ibn al-Qayyim, Zaz al- 
MuwaqqiTn, vol. 1, pg. 50 said, ‘It refers to everything whose bounds are trans- 
gressed by the servant, be it connected to what one follows, worships, or obeys.’ 


c£ 'Abdu'l-Rahman ibn Hasan, Fath al-Majid, ibn 'Uthaymin, a/-Qaw/ al-Mufid 


146 Allah, Most High, says, “Do you not see those who claim that they have faith 
in what has been sent down to you and what was sent down before you, still 
desiring to turn to a satanic source fot judgement in spite of being ordered to 
reject it? Shaytan wants to misguide them far away. When they ate told, ‘Come to 
what Allah has sent down and to the Messenger,’ you see the hypocrites turning 
away from you completely. How will it be when a disaster strikes them because of 
what they have done, and then they come to you sweating by Allah: We desired 
nothing but good and reconciliation'?" [2-/Vzsz" (4): 60-62] 

He also says, “Do they then seek the judgment of the Time of Ignorance? 
Who could be better at giving judgment than Allah for people with certainty." [a/- 
Maidah (5): 50] 

cf. Chapter 39 of the author's Kitab al-Tawbid 
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slaves.” 
Allah knows best. 


Peace and blessings be upon Muhammad, 
his family and his Companions. 


V" The wording in a Durar al-Sani pal, vol. 2, pg. 146 is, “and disliking marriage 


between the Two Ids.” 
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Ten things which breach 
Islam _ 
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. With the Name of Allah, 
the All-Merciful, the Most Merciful 


Know that there are ten things which breach (a petson's pro- 
fession of) Islam: 


1. Associating partners in the worship of Allah. 


Allah, Most High, says, 


An, Tur 4 


o ola papi‏ ك بو بومفرمادوت 
fs as‏ 
"Allah does not forgive anything being associated with‏ 


Him but He forgives whoever He wills for anything 
other than that." 


Md) 


A S - Dl 


Ale alle فقد حر‎ AG j Bs 
© Eat: ES UH TV اله مراک‎ 
1 al-Nisa’ (4): 48 
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“If anyone associates anything with Allah, Allah has 
forbidden him the Garden and his refuge will be the 


Fire. The wrongdoers will have no helpers.”? 


Subsumed by this is slaughtering for another besides Allah such 
as slaughtering for the sake of a Jinn or grave. 


2. Whoever appoints intermediaries between him and Allah, 
supplicating to them, requesting intercession from them, 
and placing his absolute reliance on them has disbelieved 
by the consensus (of scholars). 


3. Whoever does not declare the polytheists to be disbeliev- 
ers, ot doubts their disbelief, or believes that their belief 
is valid. ۱ 


4. Anyone who believes that a path other than the guidance 
of the Prophet (#) is the better of the two, or believes 
that the ruling of another is better than his ruling. An 
example of this is a person who prefers the judgment of 
false gods over his judgment. ۱ 


5. Whoever hates anything the Messenger (3) came with, 
even if he acts by it, has disbelieved. 


6. Whoever mocks any aspect of the religion of the Messen- 


ger (#8), or any aspect of its reward or punishment, has 


disbelieved. 


* al-Ma’idah (5): 72 
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The prone tor this is His, Most High, saying, 


4% -A 


2H «34h s 
| BLN (o2 FEE aps 


“Say, “Would you make a mockery of Allah and 
His Signs and His Messenger? Do not try to excuse ` 
yourselves, you have disbelieved after having. 
believed.” | 


7. Magic - included here are spells that would repel or en- 
dear one person to another. Whoever practises it or ap- 
proves of its performance has disbelieved. - 

The evidence for this is the saying of Allah, Most High, 
و‎ ae Mae: 45%, aX AD Ez dic E E p 
"They od no one without first doo to him, "We 
are merely a trial and temptation, so do not 


disbelieve."* 


8. Supporting gd assisting the polytheists against the Mus- 
lims. 


The evidence for this is His, Most High, saying, 


3 al-Tawbah (9): 65-66 
* al-Baqarab (2): 102 
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"Ut StS ‘oho AXI. here oe‏ وچ موس 
ومن سوهم م فإِنْهء منهمإن لایهری القوم 
oe‏ ^ 
الظللمین در 


“Any of you who takes them as friends is one of 


them, Allah does not guide wrongdoing people.” 


9. Anyone who believes that it is permissible for some peo- 


ple not to adhere to the Shart‘ah of Muhammad (2) as it 
was permissible for Khadir not to follow the Shartah of 
Musa (‘alayhis-salam) is a disbeliever. 


10. Turning away from the religion of Allah, Most High: not 
learning it and not acting by it. 5 


The evidence for this is His, Most High, saying, 


d. ow REA ius سي‎ LE 
a Aedes obla ۱ 
P P EU Eos * APTA E oe ره‎ 
NU أغرضعنها إنامن المجرميت منلقمون‎ 
“Who could do greater wrong than someone who is 
reminded of the Signs of his Lord and then turns 
away from them? We will take revenge on the 
evildoers.” 


5 aLMa'idab (5): 51 


. ° ak Sajdah (32): 22 
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The Five Maxims 


It is obligatory on you to know five issues: 
The First 


When Allah sent Muhammad (d) with guidance and the religion of 
truth, the first statement that He enjoined upon him was, 
tr A وزج و س س‎ ORS سے‎ 
LOSS 9 10 RIA OTe 
“You who are enveloped in your cloak! Arise and 


warn...” 


The meaning of, “and warn,” is to warn against associating part- 
nets with Allah. The polytheists had made shirk part of their re- 
ligion by which they would seek to draw closer to Allah, Most 
High. They would also knowingly commit an untold number of 


! al-Tawbah (9): 33 


* al-Muddaththir (14): 1-2 
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lewd acts and wrongs. When one fully grasps this and then real- 
ises that Allah ordered him (%) to warn against their religion © 
through which they sought to draw closer to Allah before warn- 
ing them against fornication and incestuous relationships, and 
one grasps the actual form of the shirk they would commit, some 
astonishing things will come to light. He will soon realise that 
the shirk committed by many people today is worse than what 
they practised. Allah, Most High, says, 


Sage CGR Ad Maze BS 
j ثم إذاحوا‎ A ال سن ضر دعا رید به ,منیا‎ MY 
a 


ee » من صل وجع|‎ eGo x شی ماکان‎ AI ALS s 
sher رح‎ E 


Aeon end‏ تم یک یل 


“When harm touches man he calls upon his Lord, 
turning to Him in repentance. Then when He grants 
him a blessing from Him, he forgets what he was 
calling for before and asctibes rivals to Allah, so as to 
misguide others from His Way. Say, ‘Enjoy your dis- 
belief for a little while; you are among the Compan- 


9993 


ions of the Fire. 


The Second 


Alongside warning them against shirk, he enjoined them to 
Tawhid. Tawhid is to make the religion sincerely for Allah, Most 
High, and this is what is meant ye the words, 


3 alZumar (39): 8 

Allah, Most High, says, “When harm touches man, he calls on Us, jns on bis side or 
sitting down or standing up. Then when We remove the harm from him he carries on as if he bad 
never called on Us when the harm first touched him.” [Yunus (10): 12] 
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00 OKS 


“and magnify yout Lord." ۲ 


i.e. magnify Him through sincerity. What is not meant by this 
verse is the /a&bir for the call of prayer or the likes since this was 
e in Madînah. 


When a person realises that abandoning shirk is of no benefit 
unless and until it is accompanied with donning the taiment of 
sincerity, and he truly grasps what sincerity means, he will under- - 
stand the false concept of sincerity held by many people. He will 
also appreciate the falsity of the belief that abandoning supplica- 
tion to the righteous is to detract from their status. Look at the 
Christians: they accused Muhammad (d) of demeaning ‘Isa when 
he stated that he was a servant of Allah and His Messenger, and 
that he should not be worshipped alongside Allah, Most High. - 


Whoever understands all of this will realise the strangeness of 
Islam. The point will strike home when he sees how those who 
claim to be scholars oppose this issue and how they rule those 
who hold the belief (of sincerity), who strive against them and 
those who worship the shrine of Abū Talib and al-Kuwaz, to be 
disbelievers. They have passed religious edicts that our blood | 
and property is lawful for them because we have = what they 
follow. — ES 


These two issues will only truly be realised when you bring to 
mind how they deal with the people of sincerity and compare 
that to how they deal with the polytheists. You will then appre- 
hend the fact that Islam is not just knowledge; Iblis and Pharaoh 


^ aMuddaththir (74):3 
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knew it, and the People. of the Book knew him as they knew 


their own sons. Islam is (to know and then) to act, it is to love, to 
hate, and to abandon allegiance to parents and sons for its sake. 


The Third 


You must believe with all your heart that Allah, Glorious 15 He, 
sent the Messenger to be believed and followed. He did not send 
him to be denied and disobeyed. Now, turn to those who claim 
to be scholars and consider their acknowledgement of Tawpþid, 
their profession that this was the religion of Allah and His Mes- 
senget, and contrast it to their assertion that whoever accepts 
and follows 722/72 و1‎ one of the Khawarij whose blood and prop- 
erty becomes lawful. Moreover, contrast this to their vindication 
of those who hate Tawhid, abuse it and turn people away from it, 
stating that they are upon the truth! Now, consider their acknowl- 
edgement of (the evil of) shirk and contrast this to the claim that 
they have no shrines which they worship. 


When a person understands this third issue as is fitting, he will 
know that these stances are self-contradictory and incompatible . 
with each other. They are mere folly. How can one accept that 
lawhid is the religion of Allah and His Messenger yet, at the same 


time, hate it and oppose it! How can one think that grave wot- 


ship is shirk, yet not state that what people do at the shrines is 
shirk, arguing instead that they are the Largest Group? and there- 
fore upon the truth! Astonishingly, one would think that these 
contradictory beliefs would not coexist in the heart for a single 
day, yet some people have been living with them for more than 
twenty years! 


? at: al-sawad al-a'zam 
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This issue will then highlight the wonder of Allah’s power (and. 
how He changes hearts),° and it will lead a person to become 
acquainted with Allah and with his own self. Whoever knows his 
self and knows his Lord has perfected his affair. 


The Routh 


You must know that Allah revealed to His Messenger, 


“It has been revealed to you and those before you: 
‘If you associate others with Allah, your actions will 
come to nothing and you will be among the losers. 
No! Worship Allah and be among the thankful." 


He said this because they had attempted to elicit one word, or 
one deed of shirk out of him, promising him that they would 
then accept Islam. If the master of the Sincere, the one with the 
` most righteous deeds, was to say one word of shirk, all the while 
hating it, so that others would be guided to Islam, his deeds would 
come to nothing and he would be one of the losets. What then 
ofa person who shows himself to be one of them, who says 
hundreds of such words so that his trade be profitable, or, when 
the people of Tawhid were barred from performing Hajj, articu- 
lates them so that he can perform it?! Look to the Prophet (3) 
who was barred from performing Hajj until Allah allowed him to 


٩ cf. the author's Kitab al-Tawhid, chpt. 19 
7 al- Zumar (39): 65-66 
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conquer Mecca. 


When a person fully grasps this, he will realise the magnitude 
of: Tawhid with Allah, Mighty and Magnificent, and the severity 
of shirk. Even if it takes you four years to learn this, you will 
have greatly benefited. I mean learning it as you know that a sin- 
gle drop of urine released annuls the state of ritual ablution, wudu’, 
even if this was done without your volition. 


'The Fifth 


The Messenger of Allah (2) obligated belief in all that he came 
with without differentiating one part from another. Anyone who 


believes in one part and disbelieves in another is a disbeliever. 


One must believe in the entire Book. 


Some people pray and fast and abandon many proscribed acts, 
but they do not bequeath women, thinking that this is the path 
that should be followed. Indeed, if a person did bequeath a 
woman, the hearts of those around him would reject his act. Some 
of them reject that a woman should spend her prescribed waiting 
period, Adah, in her husband’s house despite EHE that Allah, 
Most High, has said, 


P مب‎ be 5 ord cR Le NT 
Axa d ono bol من يوتهن ولا خرجر تالا‎ 


*Do not evict them from their homes, nor should 
they leave, unless they commit an outright indecency. 


° al-Talag (65): 1 
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They think that her staying in her husband's house is unbefitting 
and that she should be evicted. Other people reject the fact that 
the greeting should be with the salām, knowing full well that Allah 
has legislated it, preferring instead the greetings of Jahiliyyah sim- 
ply because they are accustomed to them. Such people have all 
disbelieved because they have believed in a part and disbelieved 
in another. This is not the case with people who commit a sin or 
leave an obligation, for example, committing fornication or leav- 
ing good treatment of parents while knowing that they are mis- 
taken, and that what Allah has ordered is correct? mE 


I have given these three examples so that you may follow and 
extrapolate from them. There are many such examples where - 
people ate opposing the limits set by Allah in the Qur'an. It is 
there customs which they now regatd to be the good, and if a 
petson was to do something that Allah has mentioned, or leave 
their customs; they would object and deride him. Again, this is 
not the same as someone who does something wrong, or leaves 
something that must be done, while knowing that he is in the 
wrong and believes in what Allah has said. 


Know that these five issues are incredibly important for people 
to learn, especially so in our times where Islam has become some- 
thing strange. Allah knows best." 


? ie. the first group of people knowingly preferred custom to the laws of Allah. 
The second group did what they did believing it to be bad. 


10 “Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab, Fi ‘Aga’id al-Islam min Rasa'il 


al-Shaykh Muhammad ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wabhab, pp. 9-12. cf. ‘Abdu’l-Rahman ibn al-Qasim, 
al-Durar al-Santyyah, vol. 1, pp. 166-167 ۱ 
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I ask Allah, the Kind and Lord of the Magnificent Throne, to 
protect you in this world and the next and to make you one of 
those who are grateful when given, patient when tested and re- 
pentant after sinning. These three are the benchmarks of felicity. 


Know, may Allah direct you to obey Him, that the pure, up- 
right faith: the religion of Ibrahim is to worship Allah, making 
the religion sincerely and solely His. It was for this that Allah 
created the whole of mankind and it was this that He imposed 
upon them. Allah, Most High, says, 


LAE US‏ یمن ay‏ إلا يدود 


“1 only created jinn and mankind to worship Me. 


291 


After acknowledging that Allah created you to worship Him, 
know that wotship cannot be considered such unless and until it 
is accompanied by Tawhid, in exactly the same way that salah can- 


! gl-Dhariyat (51): 56 
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not be considered so unless and until it is accompanied by puti- 
fication, /abarab. When shirk enters worship, it is sullied and an- 
nulled in the same way that minor ritual impurity, 740417, annuls 
the state of purification. Allah, Most High, says, 


TRAN 

Csi مرح‎ 2 

أبعم واف gi cigs‏ دیشهم الک 
"TC. lokt eger « «th‏ 

WPS a GUY ا‎ A ول‎ 


“It is not for the polytheists to frequent the masjids 
of Allah, bearing witness against themselves of their 
disbelief. They are the ones whose actions will come 
to nothing and they will be in the Fire timelessly, 
forever.” 


When you have acknowledged that shirk, when mixed with wor- 
ship, annuls it and voids the deed, and that the person who per- 
petrated it will be in the Fire forever, you will apprehend that 
this is the most important thing for you to learn so that hopefully 
Allah would save you from this snare: associating partners with 
Allah. This is achieved through understanding four principles, all 
of which Allah has mentioned in His Book: 


The First 


The disbelievers whom the Messenger of Allah (3€) fought ac- 


cepted that Allah was the Creator, the Provider, the giver of life, 


the causer of death, and the One who regulates all affairs. Yet 
this acceptance was not enough to allow them entry into the fold 


? al-Tawbah (9): 17 
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of Islàm. The evidence for this lies in His saying, . 


ff سے‎ “ 
میرک‎ ۱ 
هه و‎ pe جر مر‎ gf ifo: do | ‘i 7 “4 
انلكا وا لابصرومن مرج‎ PS A 
NT [Ls P tz oA عر‎ grr عر زا‎ 
PISTES مت‎ MATERA من‎ 


SSG yi Jio Macs 
"Say: 0 provides for you out of heaven and E ۱ 
Who controls the heating and sight? Who brings forth 
the living from the dead and the dead from the living?" - 
| Who directs the whole affair? They will say, ‘Allah.’ - 
۱ Say, Will you not then be mindful of Him?" mE 


` The Second 


They would say, “We only supplicate to them and turn to them 
in the hope that they will draw us nearer (to Allah) and that they 
will intercede on our behalf. In reality, we want from Allah, not 
them, but we are asking (Him) through their intercession, and 
we seek to draw closer to Him through them.’ The evidence for 
the point about awe closer to — lies in His: saying, 


4 7 


E dd iA bac fui این‎ 
pu a 1 (t^ E 
وی‎ je 
`` “Those who take protectors besides Him - We only me XXV 
. worship them so that pen m nr us heater tò- 


` Allah." 9994 Do VN 


A 
e 


3 Yanus (10): 1 
* a-Zumar (39): 3 
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The ae for the point about : intercession lies in His say- 


ing, 


ADA AA orr 


pon دوي اله ما‎ L 

f ce A rc رصم‎ 7 Bre ر رورو‎ 

E‏ ا و Ja‏ ر هلؤلاء شتت E‏ الله 
"They worship, instead of Allah, what can neither‏ 


harm them not help them, saying, "EBORE are out in- 
tetcessots with Allah."^ 


Intetcession is of two types: one type that has been negated 
and one type that has been affirmed. The category that has been 
negated 15 that which 15 sought from others besides Allah in mat- 
tets that only Allah is able to do. The evidence for this lies in His 


saying, 


Ld 


(921 Mo X5 Go مار بل‎ 
خو‎ sues نياف بوم لا‎ gio kso, 


Oi شم الظللمو‎ 0 panum 


*You who have faith! Give away some of what We 
have provided for you before a Day arrives on which 
there is no trading, no close friendship and no inter- 
cession. It is the disbelievers who are the wrongdoets"" 


The category that has been affirmed is that which only Allah 
can do, and is sought from Him. The one who is interceding has, 
in reality, been ennobled with intercession, and the person inter- 
> Yunus (10): 18 


° al-Baqarah (2): 254 
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ceded for is one whose words and deeds Allah is pleased with, 


after having been authorised. The evidence for this lies in His - 
saying, 


P 


P oe tuo Pa ey 3 bad صرح‎ 
۱ Ges اسان‎ aude 4 ل م لاتا‎ 


Ern peke دای شم‎ ea ۱ | 
"Allah, there is none worthy of wotship save Him, 
the Living, the Self-Sustaining. He is not subject to 
drowsiness or sleep. Everything in the heavens and 
the earth belongs to Him. Who can intercede with 
Him except by His permission?" 


JB Third | | 


The Prophet (35) iban amongst bh who practised greatly 
divergent acts of worship. Some would worship the sun and the 
moon, some would worship Angels, and some would worship 
trees and rocks. The Messenger of Allah (d) fought them all and 
did not differentiate one category from the other. The evidence 
for this lies in His payne. 


2 ورد‎ 4 Pr 


E ر 2 بو‎ om 
| hea tal EROS 
“Fight them until bed is no mote fitna and the reli- 
gion is Allah’s alone.” 


' al-Baqarah (2): 255 
° al-Anfal (8): 39 
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The evidence that they worshipped the sun and the moon is to 


be found i in His saying, 


ew» 4 


E vae 
is X "e AEE icis و‎ 
7 اکا عیدوت‎ 


“Among His Signs are the night and day and the sun 
and moon. Do not prostrate to the sun or to the 
moon, peona to Allāh who created them, if you 
worship Him.” ۱ 


The evidence o the point about the Angels i is found in His 
wotds, | | 


TAE 7 f Tuto سی رار و و‎ ES 
Eas Sle FAFE " NEERA 2 ونوم حشرم‎ 


سیر 
A‏ و (een‏ 


یرون قالواسبحتك أنت ولسنامن‌دونهم بلک نو 
BRI = d^ hee‏ وج : 
يبدو نج نح OH pp‏ 


“On the Day We gather them all together and then 
say to the Angels, ‘Was it you whom these people 
were worshipping?’ They will say, “Glory be to You! 
You ate out Protector, not them.’ No, they were wot- 
shipping the jinn; they mostly had faith in them. 


The evidence for the point about the Prophets lies i in His say- 
ing, | 

? Fussilat (41): 7 

10 Saba’ (34): 40-41 
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Pod 
a 
A v2 < A AOPE ASÈ سر‎ 


id NUS * لله یلویسی أبن مریم‎ SAM QS 


و 
مي 
«cs 4‏ 


tacito للهین ین دون نو قال سَبِحَدنَكَ‎ un 
مک‎ Le ae Jocó 


“And when Allah asks, “Isa son of Maryam! Did you 
say to people, “Take me and my mother as gods be- 
sides Allah?” He will reply, ‘Glory be to You! It is not 
for me to say what I have no right to say! If I had 
said it, You would have known it." ۱ 


ASIA 1 Visi Eg G3; 
rh dS 1 rar Ki A € & t Pe Pg 
OE ALIA RA Sau à pst S لين ار بابا آي‎ 
“He would never command you to take the Angels 


and Prophets as lords. Would He command you to 
disbelief after being Muslim?” 


Concerning the righteous, the evidence is, 


Ar | rn Gao A 


v‏ لذن رُعمتممُن دونو فلا 


ORE ولا‎ SCE GSS 


“Say, ‘Call on those you make claims for apart from 


Him. They possess no power to remove any harm 


from you or to change anything.” ” 


" al-Maidah (5): 116 
12 Ali Imran (3): 80 
5 al-Isra (17): 56 
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trees and tocks, evidence 1s found in His words,‏ الطب ويه 


ESY RO WAG‏ لیف 


“Have you really considered al-Lat and Kou and 
Manat, the third, the other one»? ^ 


Evidence is also found in the hadith of Abū Waqid al- Laythi 
(radi iy Allabu anba) who said, We left with the Prophet (8) for 
Hunayn. We had only recently abandoned disbelief and the poly- 
theists had a lotus-tree to which they would retreat in devotion 
and upon which they would hang their weapons. It was called 
Dhat Anwat. We passed by this tree and said, “Messenger of Allah 
(8), appoint for us a Dhat Amdt like theirs.” The Messenger of 
Allah (2) exclaimed, “Allah is great! These ate the practices! By 
Him in whose hand is my soul your Qu are ss those said by 
the Children of Israel to Musa, 


20 esi et 
A, Lx 47A راہ‎ TL A CIRO ج‎ 
مهم فیه ودل‎ zo ن ۱۳۸ ان هتولاء‎ <å کر > هلو‎ 
M ue 


“Make for us a god just as they have gods.’ He 
said, "Indeed you ate a people behaving ignorantly. 


What these people are. doing i is destined fot 


destruction. ?!»16 | 


14 al-Najm (53): 19-20 
5 aLA'raf (T): 138-139 
16 Ahmad #21897-21900-21902, Tirmidhi #2180, Nasal, a-Kubra #11185, 


Humaydi #848, Tayalisi #1346 
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‘The Fourth 


The shirk of the polytheist of our times is worse than that of 
those before. At times of difficulty, the polytheists of old would 
be sincere to Allah and at times of ease, they would associate 
partners with Him. The polytheists of our time, however, com- 
mit shirk all the time, in times of ease as well as times of hard- 
ship. The evidence for this lies in His saying, 


ales, فإذا‎ 
qx اتوك يان تك‎ 
لھ عر‎ £A. 
e هم یشرکون‎ 
— The wording of Tirmidhi is, When the Messenger of Allah (3 left for Hunayn, 
he passed by a tree belonging to the polytheists called Dhat Anwat upon which 
they would hang their weapons. They said, “Messenger of Allah, appoint for us 
a Dhat Amat like theirs!” He said, “Glory be to Allah! This is like what the people 
of Misa said, ‘Make for us a god just as they have gods.’ By the One in whose 
hand is my soul, you will follow the ways of those who came before you." 
Tirmidhi said it was hasan sahih. It was ruled sahih by ibn Hibban #6702, ibn 
Hajr, a/-Isabab, vol. 4, pg. 216, Albani, Sahih al-Tirmidhiand Atna'üt. 
The wording of Ahmad #21900 has the Messenger of Allah (4&) saying, “Allah - 
is great! This is like what the Children of Israel said to Musa, Make for us a god just 
as they have gods.’ You will surely follow the ways of those who came before you.” 
The wording of ibn Hibban #6702 has the Messenger of Allah (saw) saying, 
“Allah is great! These are the practices! By Him in whose hand is my soul you have ` 
said the same as was said by the Children of Israel to Müsa, Wake for us a god just 
as they have gods.’ He said, ‘Indeed you are a people behaving ignoranti.” Then he (#2) said, 
“You will follow the ways of those who came before you.” 

A witness to the last sentence is also recorded by Bukhari #3456-7320 and 
Muslim #2669 on the authority of Aba Sa'id with the words, “You will surely 
follow the ways of those before you, hand-span by hand-span, cubit by cubit, to. 
the point that were they to enter a lizard hole, you would follow them in.” The 
Companions asked, ‘Messenger of Allah, do you mean the Jews and Christians?’ - 
He ($) replied, “Who else?" 
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al-Qawa'id al-Arba‘ 


“When they embark on ships, they call on Allah, 
making their religion sincerely His, but then when He 
delivers them safely to the land, they associate others 


with Him." 


Therefore, the supplicant is actually worshipping (the supplicated). 


The evidence for this 15 His saying, 


Mast os‏ ذو نأو من 
س چو اسر ا میور (oy 74. 7 y viro‏ 
di ecc‏ دو هرا الق مه وهم عن د عابه مخز OF‏ 

“Who could be further astray than those who call on 

other things besides Allah, which will not respond to 

them until the Day of Rising and which are unaware 


of their prayers? 


Allah, Glorious is He, knows best 


Peace and blessings be upon n ni ue his family and his 


Companions.” 


۱7 gl Ankabiit (29): 65 
8 gh Ahgaf (46): 5 


° “Abdu’l-Rahman ibn al-Qasim, a/-Durar al-Saniyyah, vol. 2, pp. 23-26 
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The Four Principles 
of the Testification of Faith 


These ate four principles which Allah has mentioned in the 
unequivocal verses of His Book through which a person will 
come to understand the testification that none has the right to be 
worshipped save Allah, and by which he will be able to differen- 
tiate the Muslim from the polytheist. Consider them well and 
lend an attentive ear, may Allah have metcy on you, oe they are 


of great benefit. 


The First 


Allah has mentioned that the disbelievers at the time of the 
Messenger of Allah (g) accepted that Allah was the Creator and 
the Provider and that none shared with Him in this, not an Angel 
brought near, nor a Prophet who had been sent. They believed 
that He alone was the source of provision and that He, Glorious 
is He, alone had the dominion of the heavens and the earth. 
Moreover, they believed that all the Prophets and Messengers 
were His setvants, under His control and protection. 
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When this is understood, and one of the polytheists was to ask ۱ 
you for evidence, recite the following words of Allah concern- 
ing the disbelievers to him, ۱ 


ZA wt v‏ ی 


ata aoo BARC 
CASON ون‎ — 
as نو بت رون‎ 


Gr واس سے‎ tg Av PR 

sł a(S) 
"eie فلا نوک‎ js al, cM O. 
PSP A 


jasle p^ EN Az QUA بجر‎ 
سور‎ od 2t E AT “os کم‎ 
no وتاه قل فأ تحرو‎ per o aS 


“Say: “To whom does the earth belong, and everyone - 
in it, if you have any knowledge?' They will say, 0 
Allah.’ Say: So will you not pay heed?’ _ 

say: ‘Who is the Lord of the Seven Heavens and the 
Lord of the Mighty Throne?’ They will say, “Allāh? 
Say: ‘So will you not have taqwa? 5 
Say: ‘In whose hand is the dominion over everything, 
He who gives protection and from whom no pro- 
tection can be given, if you have any knowledge?’ 
They will say, *Allah's. Say: “So how have you been 
bewitched.””! 


$ AD سر‎ n r$ 
د‎ 20^ 


A oe سم سم‎ 9 Mc ( A sr Ge NI "Oa 

ONG e Nt Xue;‏ بصن رومن ترج 

NI £L PL 1 Au v 1۳ dei 
Wet elle cal CE الى من‎ 


C [etie AA 


SS Mal jas الله‎ o s 


! a--Mu'minun (23): 84-89 
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THE FOUR PRINCIPLES OF THE TESTIFICATION 


“Say: ‘Who provides for you out of heaven and earth? 
Who controls the hearing and sight? Who brings forth 
the living from the dead and the dead from the living?’ 
Who directs the whole affair?’ They will say, ‘Allah.’ - 
Say, Will you not then be mindful of Him?”” 


The Second 


. The belief they held in the Angels, the Prophets and the Awhya’ 
was because of their closeness to Allah, Most High. Concerning 
those who held their belief i in the Angels, Allah, Most High, 
Says, 
e ABAD اسر ر‎ TS 
ویو شرم ج ایگ أ و‎ 
ou Eos UD عبد ون‎ 
۱ ) بم ونود‎ A E ER Tee 


“On the Day We gather them all together and then 
say to the Angels, “Was it you whom these people 
were worshipping?’ They will say, ‘Glory be to You! 
You are our Protector, not them.’ No, they were wor- 
shipping the jinn; they mostly had faith in them.” 


Allah says about those who held their belief in the Prophets, 


? Yunus (10): 1 


3 Saba’ (34): 40-41 
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۱ aee Sod e ta ae 
A 


(oe x Z a A a 
ڪاتا ی اکلان الطعام‎ LASS AA 
كيف بت هم ایب نم انظرآان‎ rSf 


a 


4^ v2 Á سے‎ AALA 2 چک‎ Ate ود‎ 
لا‎ aif. من دو‎ CaL فل‎ O SD 


eng rr Kez >À 


e gate. ARAS نوك لک را‎ 
“The Messiah, the son of Maryam, was only a Mes- 
senget, before whom other Messengers came and 
went, his mother was a woman of truth and both of 
them ate food. See how We make the Signs clear to 
them! Then see how they are perverted! Say, ‘Do you 
worship, besides Allah, something which has no power 
to harm or help you when Allah is the All-Hearing, 
the All-Knowing?””* | 


Concerning their belief in the Awhya’, He says, 


TR àv. (bed (4 oe مرج کے‎ A € 
ی آفرب ویرجون‎ dXX 


Car A 


sic Md‏ رح عذابهر 
“Those they call on ate themselves seeking the means‏ 
by which they might approach their Lord, (striving)‏ 
as to which of them are the closest to Him, and are‏ 


hoping for His mercy and fearing His punishment.” 
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^ al-Maidah (5): 75-76 


? وم‎ (AT): 57 
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THE FOUR PRINCIPLES OF THE TESTIFICATION 
The Third 


In His Book, Allah, the Highest of the high, stated that the 
disbelievers only supplicated to the righteous in the hope that 
they would bring them closer to Allah, and that they would inter- 
cede on their behalf. They accepted that only Allah regulates all 
affairs as already mentioned. If the polytheist was to ask after the 
evidence for this, recite to him the words of Allah, 


wt Sat de ut 
ونع وت ین دوب لله‎ 


x 


ZUR A سے‎ AR pico 


Gee AAT "TES 
ونفولور کی ها‎ ed ae Ao Ad 


cost 
“They ME instead of Allah, what can neither 
harm them nor help them, saying, “These are our in- 
tercessors with Allah.’ Say, Would you inform Allah 
of something about which He does not know either 
in the heavens or on the earth?’ May He be glorified 


and exalted above what they associate with Him!” 


“Those who take protectors besides Him - ‘We only 
worship them so that they oi bring u us nearer to 
Allah." 

° Yanus (10): 18 


۲ al-Zumar (39): 3 
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Understand this and fully grasp the fact that the disbelievers 
knew these three issues and accepted them. To reiterate: 1) Only 
Allah alone creates and provides, raises and lowers, and regulates 
all affairs. No partner has any share in this. 2) They sought to 
draw closer to Allah through the Angels and the Prophets be- 
cause of their closeness to Him. 3) They accepted that harm and 
benefit was in Allah’s hand, however their hope was that the 
Angels and Prophets would draw them closer to Allah and inter- 
cede with Him on their behalf. 


Carefully think on this, repeat it to yourself hour after hour for 
few are the people who know this, especially those who claim to 
have knowledge! When you understand them, some astonishing 
things will come to light. Then, after this, understand and realise 
the fourth issue: 


The Fourth 


The contemporaries of the Messenger of Allah (4€) would not 
associate partners with Allah all the time: sometimes they would, 
and at other times they enact 7Zawhid and abandon supplication to 
the Prophets and devils. In times of ease, they would supplicate 
to them and hold their beliefs in them. When stricken with harm 
or sevete difficulty, they would abandon them and make their. 
teligion sincere for Allah, realising that the Prophets and right- 
eous had no power to bring them good or harm. 


If anyone was to doubt this, recite these words of Allah to 
him, 
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| Bea ae oet AC 


“When harm occurs to you at sea, those you call on 
vanish - except for Him alone! But when He delivers 
you to dry land, you turn away. Man truly is 
ungtateful."* | 


: JUS LTD "Au c 
5 ثم إذاحوا‎ a اله‎ rain 


^. عر‎ E 75€. m PES t سے‎ Je a” 
۹ k e E ۲ e b - | * 
a ” - db: 


ae 


“When harm touches man he calls upon his Lord, 
turning to Him in repentance. Then when He grants 
him a blessing from Him, he forgets what he was 
calling for before and ascribes rivals to Allah, so as to 
misguide others from His Way. Say, ‘Enjoy your dis- 
belief for a little while; you are among the Compan- 


9999 


ions of the Fire. 
This person who made the religion sincerely for Allah on some 


occasions, and for the Angels or Prophets on others is one of the 
Companions of the Fire. Allah, Most High, says, 


° al-Isra’ (VT): 67 


° al-Zumar (39): 8 
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>A 


فل 
MAMAN SIT MAE KASEI‏ 
OIE 1G ses‏ بل ياه ندعو ن قشف ما 
alla sedo‏ إن سَآءو ES SU SIS S‏ © 


“Say, ‘What do you think? If Allah’s punishment were 
to come upon you or the Hour, would you call on 
other than Allah if you are being truthful?’ It is Him 
you call on and, if He wills, He will deliver you from 
whatever it was that made you call on Him; and you 
will forget what you associated with Him.” 


Peace and blessings be on Muhammad, his family and bis 
Companions." 


۱ al-An‘Gm (6): 40-41 


1 “Abdu’l-Rahman ibn al-Qasim, a/Durar al-Saniyyah, vol. 2, pp. 27-30 
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The ibus [NM 
Differentiating the Muslim from the 
.. Polytheist 


These are four principles of the religion by which a Muslim can 
differentiate the belief of the Muslims from the belief of the 
polytheists. 


The First 


The polytheists whom the Messenger of Allah (4) fought ac- 
cepted that Allah was the Creator, the Provider, the bestower of 
life and disposer of death, the One who regulates all affairs, causes 
harm and grants benefit. However, this acceptance did not avail 
them because they did not supplicate to > Allah alone. The evi- 
dence for this is His sayings, 
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4 AS ae مر‎ ah 


F 
مرج‎ as 1466; ملك‎ MA ata 
Fea وا لذرض امن‎ a 


ص سر سس مر سال ١‏ مر گر ی جر e. i COLE PP a‏ 
الحی من المیتِ خرح میت الیل 

BGA AG ias Mc Ab nog 

فسيقولون الله فق لافلاث: تون © 


“Say: ‘Who provides for you out of heaven and earth? 


Who controls the heating and sight? Who brings forth _ 


the living from the dead and the dead from the living?” 
Who directs the whole affair?" They will say, ‘Allah.’ 
Say, ‘Will you not then be mindful of Him?"" 


C. DEP gh ee ype 
قل لمن الا رض ومن فی هسان‎ 


Lg SESW سقو لون لله فل‎ OLA E PEPEL 
3 بورشم‎ EN ee m "m 
— ToS KO ES MM | 
MAC HES, ore je EST 
Oak Sic Orten 


“Say: “Io whom does the earth belong, and everyone 
in it, if you have any knowledge?’ They will say, “To 
Allah.’ Say: ‘So will you not pay heed?’ 


Say: ‘Who is the Lord of the Seven Heavens and the 


Lord of the Mighty Throne? They will say, ‘Allah.’ 
Say: ‘So will you not have 2 

Say: ‘In whose hand is the dominion over everything, 
He who gives protection and from whom no pro- 
tection can be given, if you have any knowledge?’ 


t Yanus (10): 1 
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M 


M"‏ وس ام نیت 


 "THEFOURPRINCIPLES DIFFERENTIATING 


They will say, ‘Allah’s.’ Say: So how have you been 
bewitched."" 


9# سر‎ i 


ف 
1 


۱ ماوت ال دروف لسوت ولاق‎ i 
SR. ىن م‎ AP UTE d صخ عرص مود‎ 
D وم منم تن‌ظطه ی‎ MOOR VET لارض وما هم‎ 


“Say: “Call on those you make claims for besides Allah. 
They have no power over even the smallest particle, 
either in the heavens or in the earth. They have no 
share in them and He has no need of their support.” 


Fd 
“ae 


C 


P ud 


E m, n eee‏ و 

SOD من دون مایم لکوت من فط مر‎ sr 
ROO ي وس صي رز‎ co م ۾ مرس‎ ——ÀÀ mt 
شابوا لک‎ IAE CÓ Pon ger 


“Those you call on besides Him have no power over 
even the smallest speck. If you call on them they will 


not hear your call, and were they to hear, they would 


not respond to you.” 


2 al-Mu‘miniin (23): 84-89 
? Saba’ (34): 22 


* Fatir (35): 13-14 
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Ann‏ وا 
Boys ses C SES LEGS se sy;‏ 


“Say: ‘Have you thought about those you call upon 
apart from Allah? Show me what they have created 
on the earth; or do they have a partnership in the 
heavens? Produce a Book for me before this one or a 
shred of knowledge if you are telling the truth.’ Who 
could be further astray than those who call on other 
things besides Allah, which will not respond to them 
until the Day of Rising and which are unaware of 
their prayers? When mankind is gathered together, 
they will be their enemies and will reject their worship.” 


The Second 


Through their worship of them, these polytheists whom the 
Messenger of Allah (¥) fought only wanted to draw nearer to 
Allah and to have them intercede on their behalf with Him. Allah 
has absolved Himself of anyone who has a protector or interces- 
sor besides Him, instead He has commanded us to sincerity. Sin- 
cetity is not to appoint an intermediary between Him and man, 
that only He be turned to for succour and that only His help be 


5 aLAbaaf (46): 4-6 


121 


pene is‏ ا هی 


É————————————— (m Ea 


_THE FOUR PRINCIPLES DIFFERENTIATING 


sought. The evidence for this lies in His words, 


A 
ate 


وزیا loe‏ یں دونو وا neal‏ 


ld VIT‏ ورف 


“Those who take protectors besides Him - We m 


` worship them so that they may bring. us neater to 
Alla ah. e. | 


سے سرو ail A KA‏ ما لاه 
e‏ ورت ون دو الله ما لا يضر 


Aie ren m Í; 


2 و دقو لورت هت لا‎ per 

“They worship; instead of Allah, what can neither 
harm them not help them, saying, "These are out in- 
tetcessors with Allāh.” ^ 


uid EU ۱ c | 
E وتو‎ es CASSIE US ۱ 


"A Vf 


Ff ole ار‎ Beit Gt fa Bo 
oz —— مه یمه‎ a js 
DS شش‎ i 
“Or have they de intercessors besides Allah? Say, 
‘Even though they do not control a thing and have 
no awareness? Say, ‘Intercession i is entirely Allah’s af- 


fair. The kingdom of-the heavens and earth. is: His. 
Then you will be یم‎ to Him.” E 


° aLZumar (39): 3. 
7 Yunus (10): 18 
5 al-Zumar (39): 43-44 
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` The Four Principles Differentiating the Muslim from the Polytheist 
The Third 


The Messenger of Allah ($£) was sent to a people, some of 
whom wotshipped inanimate idols, magicians, fortune-tellers and 


. devils, and some of whom worshipped Angels and the righteous. 


He did not differentiate between the two, instead he fought them 
all until the religion was wholly Allah’s. The evidence for this: 


Ar cC $4 


X a£ oral exl s‏ دونیقللا 
KE‏ وا aal ics OAAS,‏ 


“ Dorr gv". (pei 2 ST مرحم و‎ "xr 
يسيلة مهم اقرب‌ویرجون‎ yer 0 SX 
Car سے سر‎ AS سے نے‎ 
کاب‎ peas 


“Say, ‘Call on those you make claims for apart from 
Him. They possess no power to remove any harm 
from you or to change anything.’ Those they call on 
are themselves seeking the means by which they might 
approach their Lord, (striving) as to which of them 
are the closest to Him, and are hoping for His mercy 
and fearing His punishment. The punishment of your 
Lord is truly something to be feared.” 


"LE کے‎ PL. 1 "aAA Tv 


BR عر‎ et e ۳ 

eS Seal كد‎ d epp 

Spt Cs Me © سوه‎ 
STIR 


“On the Day We gather them all together and then 
say to the Angels, “Was it you whom these people 
wete worshipping?’ They will say, “Glory be to You! 


? al-Isra’ (17): 56-57 
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You are out Protector, not them.’ No, they were wor- 
shipping the jinn; a mostly had faith in them."'? 


= $ $ Set vere 


يف 
ic. Ke‏ وت ux "dv‏ 
a ar 56 AX ۳ v. ee —‏ 
sie‏ کم E XX‏ 


*On the Day We gather them all together, We will say 
then to those who associated others with Allah, "To 
your place, you and your partner-gods!’ Then We will - 
sift them out, and their partner-gods will My “It was 
not us you worshipped. - 


The e 


When stricken with severe harm, these polytheists whom the 
Messenger of Allah (3) fought left their intermediaries and sup- 
plicated to Allah alone, making the religion sincerely His. The 
evidence for this lies in His words, © 


Ny m 2 آله لصین ما‎ se cela 
em HI هه‎ 


"When they embark on ships, they call on Allah, 

making their religion sincerely His, but then when He 

delivers them safely to the land, they associate others 
10 Saba’ (34): 40-41 


"Yunus (10): 28 
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with Him.” 


ص 


Bos ge 7 


Crees 


“When the waves hang over them like canopies, they 
call on Allah, making their religion sincerely His. But 


then, when He delivers them safely to the land, some 


of them are ambivalent.” 


Blessings be upon Muhammad." 


2 زم‎ Ankabiit (29): 65 
5 Luqman (31): 2 
^ ‘Abdu’l-Rahman ibn al-Qasim, a/-Durar al-Saniyyab, vol. 2, pp. 33-35 
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Succinct Counsel 


All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the worlds. Peace and bless- 
ings be upon the Master of the Messengers and the Imam of 
those mindful of Allah. You, may Allah have mercy on you, have 
asked me to write some words that would be of benefit to you. 


The first thing I counsel you with is to turn to what Muhammad 
(32) came with from Allah, the Blessed and Most High. He was 
sent by Allah with everything that man would need, he has left 
nothing that would bring them nearer to Allah and His Paradise 
without enjoining them to it. He has left nothing that would take 
them away from Allah and bring them closer to His punishment 
except that he proscribed it and warned against it. Through him, 
Allah established the evidence against His creation and, after his 
sending, none has an argument left that can be used as justifica- 
tion against Allah. Allah, Mighty and Magnificent, says about him 
and his brother Messengers, 
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ei ارو کا اریز‎ E 


GKS GR sen cadi af 


£&. 


A oa ۳ 


PP 


ee pete ch gee AE 
۱ “CALS Syms S385 Qo» bs ط وعسی‎ HCM 5 


FACS و‎ 


A ht oho CLS 


Lad 


: e قصَصتهم‎ eas e» UT اود‎ SESI m | 


ar Ag‏ بر کر 


من قبل ورسلا 


E Ac cid 


r سر‎ 


SOULS‏ مد 2 منذری لاب 


ai et 


مدر 


SS M" AEN Pr‏ اج 


“We have revealed to you as We revealed to Nüh and | 
the Prophets who came after him. And We revealed 
to Ibrahim and Isma'il and Ishaq and Ya'qüb and the - 
Tribes, and ‘Isi and Ayyüb and Yünus and Hārūn 
and Sulayman. And We gave Dawid the Zabür. There 
ate Messengers We have already told you about and 
Messengers We have not told you about; and. Allah 
spoke directly to Müsa - Messengers bringing good 
news and giving warning so that people will have no 
argument against Allah after the ie d of the Mes- 


sengets. Allah i is Almighty, AII-Wise."' 


The greatest thing he brought from Allah and called man to was 
the Tawhid of Allah which is to worship Him alone with no part- 
ners and to make 6 religion sincerely His. This injunction came 
before the command to pray, give alms, fast and Beevers Hajj. 


Allah, Mighty and Magnificent, says, 


OK KOGO 


! al-Nisa’ (4): 163-165 


129 


p d بجر‎ ae P ر‎ MR 


ت سس اس هویب ی i ie‏ تارب Ar‏ ی a AI‏ ب ا e‏ يميت 


SUCCINCT COUNSEL 


“You who are enveloped in your cloak! Arise and - 


warn, and magnify your Lord.” 


The meaning of “and magnify your Lord,” is to magnify Him 
through Tawhid and the sole, sincere worship of Him alone with 
no partner. This injunction came before the other commands of 
Islam. The meaning of, “Arise and warn,” is to warn against asso- 
ciating partners in the worship of Allah, and this came before the 
warning against fornication, interest, stealing, oppression and other - 
mortal sins. - ۱ . ۱ 1 | 


This is the most important fundament of the religion and the 
most obligatory, and for it was creation created, 


Ue |‏ ليالس یمود 


“I only created jinn and mankind to worship Me.” 


Because of it were the Messengers sent and the Books revealed, 


weet aod cA: AT. ت‎ A aql POEIER p 
رسولا أرن اع دوا‎ l کل‎ E; 


we سر عر خر مرج‎ oy. 
OP oy ST کات علقبة‎ 
“We sent a Messenger among every people [saying]: 
2 al-Muddaththir (74): 1-3 


3 al-Dhariyat (51): 56 


4 a.Nabl (16): 36 
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Succinct Counsel 
Worship Allah and keep clear of all false gods.” 


And because of it was man divided into the Muslim and the 
disbeliever. | 


Whoever comes to Allah on the Day of Rising as one who 
lived by 7awhid, not having associated any partners with Him, 
will enter Paradise. Whoever comes to Him having associated 
partners with Him will enter the Fire even if he was the most 
devout of people. This is the meaning of La ilah iil Allah for an 
ilah, god, is one who is supplicated, hoped in for the promotion 
of good and the curbing of harm, who 15 feared and 15 relied on. 


When you have apprehended this, you must learn four princi- 
ples which we have mentioned before and hence will not repeat 
here. 


` None has the right to be worshipped save Allah. 
° “Abdu’l-Rahman ibn al-Qasim, a/-Durar al-Saniyyah, vol. 2, pp. 31-32 
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ery,‏ هي AUN Gta v FIAT‏ * لاجلها : os oon‏ مسلم وکافر» وعندها 
وَفَعَتِ العَدَاوة ولأجلِها شرع الجهادٌ؛ VSS ALS > SQ US‏ 
OS‏ کون زین کلم 4 [الأنفال : [Y‏ 


giae y Jai في دینهم»‎ OE el : الثانية‎ 
nM 5 aly €— فرحون‎ 
cdit cs «A ما صئ‎ od 32 KEA F V, oy A بالاجتمَاع في‎ ۱ 


or Es 


€ xS sa dass e 


tur‏ فوا فيه 


cleats Mis loo od i$ >: JUS Q6 [الشوری:۱۳].‎ . 
aie 13 Xs لا‎ Gd Sh egit عن‎ Os .] [الأنعام‎ € ust 


(^(f Pa (A 2722 d 


JÉ عن‎ Gs ۰ TY مس‎ ades واختلفوا ین ی‎ Ky 
نیما ترا‎ WARE PEL في‎ 
u— في الذنيا بقوله‎ 


.]١٠١ : عمران‎ di] 


TA 


^d لطاعة‎ 


M 25 us fats‏ َعَم الاثقياد Laid‏ الع وا 


^r , عَلَى جَوْرٍ الؤلاق»‎ Lat مر‎ "mm سول الله‎ a Der HE ومهانه‎ us 
وَأَعَادَ.‎ alos TOU I لصف‎ e بالسّمْع لسع‎ ۱ 


"A eo lr, a MEE م‎ Ua e ER IE M 
في «الصححیحین‎ BÉ هي صح عنه‎ 

o eet s تشر‎ ah 355 od: TUNE قال : إن الله‎ 
qr MSS ولا‎ Cet تَعْتصِمُوا بخبل الله‎ 


FONT 
" 


— ie الاخلالی‎ e a "m = E e ve n 


135 


are مت‎ - pe ae m 


EP ee REP‏ ی ی 


CHARACTERISTICS OF THE TIMEOFIGNORANCE 


۳ ez sf 25 P ^ €% 3 ۱ E 0 
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لا مسر‎ ED : بالقیاس المّاسد؛ کقولهم‎ IVEY : iod 
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وَمنْهَا التُكذيبُ Teu Poles: f Pi‏ 0 
ui» anis‏ ولا حا Ivot: "ET‏ 
a MG SAU AS FLASHY : anis‏ 
AT‏ شر بعد CENE EN‏ 
الحادية یه e‏ بَعْدَ المئة : OUI‏ بالجبّتِ و KOH‏ 
GEO‏ عشرة بعد المة : as‏ دين المُشْرِكِينَ ue‏ دین المُسْلِمِينَ. 
EIE É‏ :لس الحَقبالبَاطل . 
الرَابعَةَ eit‏ المئة : كنْمَانُ المع العلم به. 
eri as JČ: NEU ENT ORES‏ ال باعل 
ادص رد ی ی 
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E $i ax Ul : بعد المئة‎ Fi 
n و3‎ Ty E NAT S الشامتة‎ 
Em id aed التاسعة عَشرةبعد المئة : مُحَاصمَتَهُم‎ 
. التَصْرِيح بِمُخَالمتِهم‎ es ERE : العشرون بعد المئة‎ 

الحادية والعشرون seed ges Ae ENG‏ 
eb‏ والعشرون بعد المئة : مَوَدٌنُهُهُ الکفر والکافرین 

BGI‏ وَالعِشْرُونَ بَعْدَ الملة وَالوَابِعَةُ وَالحَامِسَةٌ وَالِسَادِسَة وَالسَابعَة 
oria ir‏ بعد بعد Bad‏ : العيافت والطرق ED ci hdi‏ 
Jat‏ اش lay gi ig IIS‏ 
وَصَلَّْ الله Je‏ مُحَكَدٍ رعَلی آله وصَخبه es‏ 


6 سے‎ 
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Sirah / Ayah Page 


3:72 


2:101-102 
6:91 

29:52 

6:53 

7:127 

23:67 

6:159 


50:5 


Ayah 


A group of the People of the Book say, 
'At the beginning of the day 

...2 group of those who have been 
given the Book disdainfully toss 

Allah would not send down anything 
to 2 mere human being | 

And those who believe in falsehood 
and disbelieve in Allah 

Are these the people among us to 
whom Allah has shown ۱ 

Are you going to leave Müsa and his 
people to cause corruption 

..attogant towards it, talking arrant 
nonsense all night long. 

As for those who divide up their religion 
and form into sects 

But they denied the truth when it came 
to them. They are, therefore 

Do not be like those who split up and 
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16 
42 
16 

13 

37, 38 
23 

26 

35 

48 

45 

42 


29 
22 


3:105 


6:52 


Index of Ayat 


differed after the Clear Signs 
Do not chase away those who call on their 
Lord morning and evening 


Do not trust anyone except for those 


who follow your religion. 

Do you really hope they will follow you 
in faith when a group of them heard 
Does not Allah know best those 

who are thankful? 

even though before that they were praying 
for victory over the disbelievers 

Fight them until there is no more tribulation 
Follow what has been sent down to you 
from your Lord and do not 

He has laid down the same religion for 
you as He enjoined on Nuh 

He said, 'What about the previous 
generations?’ 

Hold fast to the rope of Allah and 

do not separate 

I fear that he may change your religion 
and bring about corruption 

Ibrahim was neither a Jew nor a Christian 
but a man of pure natural 

If there was any good in it, they would 
not have beaten us to it | 
It is not right for any human being 

that Allah should give 

Master of the Day of Judgement. 

No burden-bearer can bear another's.... 
No one will enter the Garden except 

fot Jews and Christians. 


Not so! All who submit themselves 


completely to Allah 
Out hearts are uncircumcised 
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4171... 
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34:46: 
331. 
2:111 
2:91 


43:23 


11:91 . 


2:102 
2:134 
2:80 
2:113 - 


6:52 .— 
3:54 | 


16:83 
2:146 
2:91 


10:18 


People of the Book! Do not ` م‎ to excess 


in your religion and j 
People of the Book! Do not go to 
extremes in your religion asserting 


Say, 'I exhort you to do one ux alone: 


to stand before Allāh 

Say, 'If you love Allāh, then follow me 
and Allāh will love you 

Say, 'Produce your evidence if you are 
telling the truth.' 

Say, 'Why then, if you are believers, 
did you previously kill 

Similarly, We never sent any warner 
before you to any city 

Shu'ayb, we do not understand 

much of what you say... 

Sulayman did not disbelieve, but the 
That was a community which has long 
since passed away. 

The Fire will only touch us for a 
number of days. 

The Jews say, "The Christians have 
nothing to stand on, 

Their reckoning is in no way your 
responsibility and your reckoning 
They plotted and Allah plotted. 

They recognise the blessings of Allah 
and then reject them! 

They recognise it as they نموم‎ 
their own sons 

They say, 'We have faith in what was. 
sent down to us,' and 

They worship, instead of Allah, 

what can neither harm them 

This is nothing but the words of a 
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Index of Ayat | 


human being. : 
Those are the people who disbélieve 

in their Lord's Signs 

those who split up their religion and form 
into sects | 

Those who take protectors besides 

Him - 'We only 

We die and we live and nothing destroys 
us except for time. ۱ 

We do not see anyone following you 

but the lowest of us, unthinkingly 

We established them far more firmly 

than We have established you 

We have more wealth and children, we are 
not going to be punished. 

We have never heard of anything s like 

this among our ancestors 

When they are told, 'Follow what Allah 
has sent down 

Whenever they commit an indecent act, - 
they say, 'We found 

Who would deliberately renounce 

the religion of Ibrahim 

Why should we believe you when 

the vilest of people follow your 

Why was this Qur'an not sent down to 
one of the great men of the two cities? 
Woe to those who write the Book with 
their own hands and then 

Yet they still reject the All-Merciful. 

You are nothing but human beings © 

like ourselves. 

You thought that Allah would never know 
much of what you did. ! 
You who have faith! Many of the 

rabbis and monks devour 
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INDEX OF AHADITH 


| Narrator 


‘Aishah 

Ibn Mas'üd | 
Abū Hurayrah 
Abū Hurayrah 


Abū Hurayrah 


Abū Hurayrah | 


Qabisah 
Ibn ‘Abbas 


Ibn ‘Umar 


Hadith 


Allah cursed the Jews and Christians, 
they took the graves | 

Allah gives this world to those He 
loves and those He not love 

Allah is pleased with three qualities 
for you: That you worship 

Allah, Mighty and Magnificent 

says, 'I am the One who 

Allah, Most High, says, "The son of 
Adam derogates Me 

Allah says, 'I am One who stands 

in no need of shirk. 

Auguty from the flight of birds, 
geomancy, and seeing (bad) omens 
Beware of extremism in the religion 
for it was extremism ۱ 

By the One in whose hand is the 
soul of Muhammad | 


Do not make yout houses into graves 
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Abu Stave 
Ibn “Umar 
Salamah 

Aba Malik 


Aba Hurayrah 
Ibn Mas'üd 


Ibn ‘Umar 
‘Tamim al-Dari 


Ibn ‘Abbas . | 


'A'ishah. 
Ibn Masūd 


Abū Hurayrah 


Jābir 


Ibn ‘Abbas 


Abū Dhar 


Index of Abadith 


and do not take my grave 

Faith is to believe in Allah, the 
Angels, the Books, the Messengers 
Hear and obey. They will bear the 
responsibility of what they do 

In my nation there are four traits 

of Jahliyyah 

The children of Adam abuse time 
whereas I am Time 5 
The extremists are destroyed 

The Muslim must heat and obey 

in that which he likes 

The religion is sincerity and 

sincere advice. | | 
The Messenger of Allah cursed — 
women visitors to the graves - 
When a righteous man - ora 
righteous servant - of theirs dies 
Whoever goes to a fortune teller 

of a magician or a soothsayer and — 
Whoever goes to a fortune teller 

or a soothsayer and believes him 
Whoever goes to a soothsayer and 
believes him in what he says 
Whoever goes to a soothsayer and 
believes him in what he says has — 
Whoever sees something from his . 
leadet that he dislikes should be 


You revile him because of his mother? 
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AWLIY À* plural of val friend, l ally, isi companion. From the wotd 

| wilayab meaning loyalty and closeness, the opposite of enmity. 

‘AYY: withholding the tongue from speaking, رت‎ considering 

. each word before itis said. 

BARZAKH: barrier, isthmus, A barrier diat is erected between. the 
deceased and this life preventing him from returning. and a ge- 
netic reference to the life that commences after death. 

BID‘AH: innovation, that which i is newly introduced i into the religion 
of Allah. ۱ 

DA‘F: weak; the hadith that i is neither sabih nof £ hasan because i it fails 
to meet one of their requirements. It is of E degrees of 
severity, the most severe of which being maudü', fabricated. 

DHIKR: remembrance, recollection, technically referring. the remem- | 
brance of Allah. Sou 2 : 

DU‘A: supplication, invocation, itis an action of worship that may | 
only be directed to Allah. It is of two types, supplication through 
worship (du'a Sbadah) and supplication of request (du'a mas alah). 
The first type of du'a can be understood when one understands 

` that every act of worship is done with the unstated plea that Allah 
_ accept that action of worship and the desire to draw closer to 
him; and hence attain His pleasure. Hence every action of wor- 
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ship is a type of request to Allah. The second type of 22 15 whereby 
one explicitly asks his Lord of something such as ‘O Allah! Grant 
me good in this world and the Hereafter.’ The second type in- 
cludes the first type and the first type necessitates the second type. 

HADITH: A text attributed to the Prophet (4&) describing his actions, 
words, descriptions and tacit approvals. It consists of two por- 
tions, the body of the text (matn) and the isnad. Rarely the term is 
also used to refer to a text attributed to a Companion or a Tabit. 

HAFIZ: pl. Huffaz.. Hadith Master, commonly referred to one who 
has memorised at least 100000 hadiths. | | 

HASAN: good, fait. A hadith whose ¿snad is continuously linked of 
just, morally upright narrators but whose precision (daP/) falls short 
of the requirements of the sahih hadith; containing no irregularity 

` (shadh) and no hidden defect (Wah). A hadith can be hasan in and 
of itself, or contain a defect but still be ruled to be 50 due to 
supporting evidences. 

IHSAN: beneficence, excellence. To worship Allah as if one is seeing 
Him, and knowing that even tober one sees Him not, He sees 
the servant. 

IKHLAS: sincerity, to strip oneself of worshiping any besides Allāh 
such that everything one does is performed only to draw closer to 
Him and for His pleasure. It is to purify ones actions from any but 
the Creator having a share in them, from any defect or self-desire. 
The one who has true ikbias (mukhits) will be free of "Da 

ILM: knowledge. 

IMAN: The firm belief, TAM Kok EE 5 acceptance | 
of all that Allah and His Messenger have commanded to have 

faith in, submitting to it both inwardly and outwatdly. It is the 

` acceptance and belief of the heart that includes the actions of the 
heart and body, therefore it encompasses the establishment of the 
whole religion. This is why the Imams and Salaf used to say, ‘Faith 
is the statement of the heart and tongue, action of the heart, tongue 

| and limbs.’ Hence! it comprises statement, action and belief, it in- 
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“creases through obedience and decreases through disobedience. 
It includes the beliefs of faith, its morals and manners and the 
actions demanded by it. | 
ISLAM: submission, submitting to the will of Allah ore slow 
ing His law as revealed upon the tongue of the Messenger (8). 
ISNAD: support. The chain of authorities on which a narration is 
. based, linking the end narrator of a narration to the one it is 
attributed to, be it the i n (#2) or anyone else, narrator by 
“narrator. ` 
ITTIBA* following, technical referring to following the oe of 
the Prophet (4). - e 
JAHILIYYAH: Pre- Islamic Ignorance. Technically this refers to the 
condition of a people before the guidance of Allah reaches them, 
.ot the state of a people that prevents them from Va the 
` guidance of Allah. ` مم‎ i ظ‎ 
JAHL: ignorance. 
KALAM: speech, discoutse. Technically used to refer to dialectics and 
.. scholastic theology. i 
KHALAF: successors. A reference to those who ENS a path other 
| than the path of the Salaf. 
KHALIFAH: pl. ۵۰ Successor, representative. The Sek of 
` the Prophet (3), head of the Islamic state. Also called Amir al- 
 Mu'minin ot Leader of the Believers. ۱ 
KHUSHÜ* submissiveness, humility. 
KUFR: denial, rejection, hiding, cus ddp ins to duder It 
can be major (removing a person from the fold of Islam) or 
. ` minor (not removing a person from the fold of Islam). 
MURAQABAH: self-inspection. The servant having the sure knowl- 
s that Allah sees him in all circumstances and knows all that he 
_is doing, as such the he does his utmost not to fall into the i cul 
: ited matters and to correct his own failings. 
MURSAL: disconnected. A hadith whereby a 7ab7 natrates ی‎ 
from the Prophet (3€) without mentioning the Companion. In 
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the view of ifie majotity of Scholae: itis 2 a sub- -category of dat. 
QADR: Divine Decree and Destiny. | 
QUR'AN: The actual Word of Allah es to the Prophet (39) i in 
. the Arabic language through the medium of the Angel Gabriel - 
and the greatest miracle bestowed him. It consists of 114 chapters 
` commencing with al-Fatihah and ending with an-Nàs. - | 

RIY À*: showing off, ostentation, an example of which lies in person 
beautifying actions of Sen because he knows peupe are watch- 
ing; 

RUQYA: recitation used to cure an 006 Of Taw It can only be 
done in the Arabic tongue, in words whose meaning is under-. 
stood, using verses of the Qur'àn or supplications of the Prophet 
combined with the belief that it is on Allah who in reality A 
. the cure. 

SABR: patience and Mesue ilis restraint of ones self to that 
which is dictated by the divine law. It is of three levels, steadfast- 
ness in the obedience of Allah, steadfastness in avoiding the pro-. 
hibited matters and patience at the onset of calamity. /&//as can 
never be complete without sidg and sidq can never be complete 

. without zkh/as and the two can never be complete without sabr. 
The person is patient through Allah, i.e. seeking His aid Alone; for 
Allah, te. arising out of love for Him and the desire to draw close | 
to Him; and with Allah, i.e. doing only that which He wills.: 

SAHABAH: The Companions of the Prophet (E), those who s saw 
him, believed in him and died upon that belief. ۱ 

SAHIH: correct, authentic. A hadith which has a continuously linked 
isnad, of just, morally upright and precise narrators; containing no 
irregularity (shadh) or hidden defect (7/47). Hence five conditions 
have to be met: the zad being continuously linked; the justice 
('ad]) of the narrator; the precision (dab of the narrator; its not 
being shadb; and its not containing an Wah. The hadith can be 
.sahih in and of itself, or it can contain a defect but still LDE ruled to 
be sahih due to supporting evidences. ? 
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SALAF: predecessors. Technically used to refer to the best generations 
of Muslims, the first three generation: the Sababah, the TabiGn and 
. the Tab‘ Tabi'un due to the hadith, ‘The best of people are my. 

. generation, then the one that follows, then the one that follows.’ 

SHIRK: association, technically referring to directing a right that is due 

to Allah Alone to another object of creation, either completely or 
. partially. It can be major (removing a person from the fold of 
Islam) or minor (not removing a person from the fold of Islam). 

SUNNAH: way, path. The actions, words, descriptions, commands, 
prohibitions and tacit approvals of the Prophet ($). 

TABI'UN: The generation following that of the Companions. 

TAB‘ TABI‘UN: The generation following that of the Tabi in. 

TAQWA: the basic meaning of which is setting a barrier between two 
things. This is why it is said that one {aga with his shield, 1.e. he set 
it as a barrier between him and the one who wished him evil. 
Therefore it is as if the one who has /aqwa (muttag?) has used his 

. following the commands of Allah and avoiding His prohibitions 
as a barrier between himself and the Punishment. Hence he has 

preserved and fortified himself against the E of Allah 
through his obeying Him. 

TARQ: the practice of divination through dois lines in the earth 
ot equally the practice of throwing gravel onto the ground and 
divination by the shapes subsequently formed therein. | 

TAWHID: unification, monotheism, the belief in the absolute One- ` 
ness of Allāh. It is to believe that Allāh Alone is the creator, 
nourisher, and sustainer of the worlds; it is to believe that Allah . 
Alone deserves to be worshipped; and it is to believe that He has 
unique and perfect Names and Attributes that far transcend any- 
thing that one can imagine. 

TIYARAH: seeing bad omens in things. 

WAHDATU-L-WUJUD: The unity of existence, the heretical belief 

. that Allah is everywhere and everything. | 
WARA: pious caution, scrupulousness. A mannerism through which 
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` the heart is purified of all that would sully it and has been excel- 
 lently summarised in the saying of the Prophet (¥), "From the 


excellence of ones Islam is his leaving that which does not con- 
cern him." It is to leave all that causes one doubt, all that does not 
concern him, to continuously bring oneself to account and to 
devote oneself to Allah. Some of the Salaf said, ‘None attains the 


 teality of /aqwa until he leaves that which is harmless for fear of 
falling into that which is harmful.’ | 
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